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QUESTIONED LOYALTIES: JAHSSD
Proposes Traveling Exhibition

Plans are underway for a new traveling exhibit that will involve area
high school students in its planning and development. Tentatively titled
“Questioned Loyalties,” the exhibit will explore both the similarities and
differences in the experience of young people who were World War Il
internees and those of young people from San Diego’s Arab American
community after September 11, 2001.

The project is the brainchild of Board members Susan Hasegawa,
Christina Pierson, and Linda Canada. Funding is being sought from
the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP),
which funded JAHSSD’s video project, Democracy Under Pressure,
completed in 2000. The JAHSSD Board approved submission of a
grant application at its February meeting. Development of the exhibit
depends on the grant being awarded to JAHSSD.

The project as conceived involves several steps: (1) planning
meetings with youth who will learn how to create an exhibit, conduct
oral interviews, gather materials for display, and do the time manage-
ment and record-keeping that grant organizations require; (2) working
meetings with the youth, former internees, and members of the Arab
American community; (3) fabrication sessions where the exhibit
materials will be prepared for display; and (4) activities in support of
exhibition of the finished product.

If funded, the active period of the grant will run from June 2006
through the following June. The exhibit would make its debut at the
2006 Annual Meeting and then be displayed at venues throughout the
County, including the San Diego Historical Society, UGSD, the Congress
of History annual conference, the San Diego Community College, and
the Imperial Valley Pioneer Museum.
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JOURNEY to the U.S. continued from Page 15

June 1947 and started Northwestern University in Evanston, lllinois,
the following September. After graduating from Highland Park High
School, Terry also applied to Northwestern and was accepted.

It was while | was in college that my parents moved again, this
time to Winnetka, another suburb just north of Evanston, this time to
work for the Greenfield family. We lived in quarters situated above the
large garage which was separate from the main house, giving us the
type of privacy we did not have in the previous residences. My father
often went to Miami, Florida, with the Greenfield family on their vaca-
tions, while Mom and | stayed in Winnetka.

It was while we were living in Winnetka that my mother had her
first stroke. it was a minor one which caused amnesia for a short
period of time. Fortunately, she regained her memory, and there were
no lingering or outward signs of a stroke, mental or physical. This was
the first iliness of either parent that | can recall.

Around this time (1947 or 1948) a new electronic gadget called the
TV came onto the market. Arnold built for us a compact TV from a Heath
kit. Since the black and white picture appeared on a small 5- or 7-inch
screen, Amold bought a magnifying-type glass especially made for TVs to
place in front of the screen to enlarge the picture. I recall the many hours we
spent in front of this wondrous invention, marveling at the many entertaining
programs being beamed into our home. Of course these productions were
very crude compared to the highly polished slick programs of today, but
| remember how thrilled we were with this new toy!

(Around this time, | learned that after my Watanabe grandfather
passed away in November 1945, my grandmother pleaded with my
father to return to Japan. The war was over but | am sure life there
was very harsh and difficult. However, my father had been living in
this country for 40 years and now had a family whom he wanted to
raise in America. it must have been an emotional decision for him to
make, torn between his obligations to his family in Japan and to his
immediate family in this country. | do not know how he handled this
matter, but needless to say he did not return to Japan.)

Next issue: Re-establishing the American Dream

Author Maxine Hong Kingston (left), Michael Okuma, Susan Moribe and Aki
Tomiyama at San Diego State University, February 21, 2006. Kingston made a
rare San Diego visit to talk about her latest work, The Fourth Book of Peace,
as part of the Hugh Hyde reading series. The twice-a-year readings are made
possible by the Laurie Okuma Memorial Fund, named for Okuma’s late wife,
who was a writer and creative writing instructor at SDSU. 2006 marks the ninth
year the Memorial Fund has sponsored the popular reading series.




MULTI-CAMP REUNION PLANNED
IN SEPTEMBER 2006

A committee consisting of former internees of several World War If in-
ternment camps has announced plans for a multi-camp get-together this
fall. The reunion is scheduled for September 22 and 23 in Sacramento.

Because reunions of the individual camps are attended by fewer
people each successive fime, some organizers are considering end-
ing them altogether. So Chuck Kubokawa (interned at Topaz) thought
a casual get-together with no formal dinner or speaker, reasonably
priced, might appeal to those who would appreciate a chance to renew
old friendships in a “fun-type social event.”

Internees of Amache, Poston, Topaz and Tule Lake centers are
invited, although those who were in other camps are more than wel-
come to attend.

The reunion package would include Friday afternoon arrival, buf-
fet dinner/mixer (day one) and all-day Saturday activities, lunch and
dinner (day two).

If you are interested in attending the gathering, fill out the pre-reg-
istration form below as soon as possible and mail it in. The organizers
need to get an idea how many might participate. Detailed information
and a registration form will be sent to you by the organizers in May.
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MULTI-CAMP GET TOGETHER
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Yes, | am/we are interested in attending.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail

No. of persons

Your Camp(s) and Block No.
Your comments and suggestions:

Complete and mail to: MULTI-CAMP GET TOGETHER,
P.O. Box 22877, Sacramento, CA 95822
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MOHAVELAND AVAILABLE AGAIN

1945, the Poston Ill Young Buddhist Asso aton BA) pub-
Iished1 2 Ry ?op

a book, Mohaveland, as a remembrance of i e in the Colorado
River War Relocation Center, Poston Camp lll. The book is primarily a
photographic record of Buddhist families and individuals who resided
at Poston Camp Il during World War I1.

In 1997, the Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego
reproduced and reprinted the book and made it available to the public,
but the supply eventually ran out. Recently, JAHSSD reprinted additional
copies of Mohaveland and the book is again available for a donation
of $20 a copy, plus shipping and handling. The 70-page book has
hundreds of photographs depicting camp life and its residents. It will
be of great interest to former residents of Poston Camp Il their children
and grandchildren, and to anyone interested in internment history.

An article on Mohaveland and some sample pages from the book
appeared in the Winter 2005 Issue of Footprints.

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of Mohaveland, please
filt out and mail in the form on on this page.

For more information, please call Yukio Kawamoto at (619) 286-
8203, or e-mail him at yukkawa@cox.net.

[ e e ———————

MOHAVELAND ORDER FORM

ADDRESS:

PLUS $5 SHIPPING / HANDLING per COPY =
TOTAL ENCLOSED =

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE to JAHSSD and MAIL to:

JAHSSD Mohaveland
P.O. Box 620988
San Diego, CA 92162-0988

———— — —— — —— — — — — —
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FROM THE JAHSSD ARCHIVES..

Lillian Yuriko Kawasaki (left) and Mary Mariko (Yanagihara) Tanizaki enjoy books on the steps of the San Diego Childrens Library.
This is where Librarian Clara Breed came to know many of the Japanese American kids who were to be evacuated from San Diego
soon after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. It was commonplace for children attending Lincoln School to stop at the library
to drop off and check out books on their way home. This charming photo from our archives was probably taken in the late 1930s.

T‘wig moment in San Diego Nil{‘{ei %istowq Is Erougl'»t to you .L)q;
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JAHSSD Foolprints Spring 2006 - 23

Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego

2006 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(A year's membership includes 4 issues of FOOTPRINTS quarterly newsletter)
O New (O Renewal U0Gift

O $20 Individual O $200 Life Member - Individual
u $30 Couple QO $300 Life Member - Couple
Q $15 Senior (age 62 and over) - Individuai (1 $100 Corporate - Annual
U  $25 Senior - Couple L1 $500 Corporate - Life
Q $15 Student
This is agiftfrom:
Name (include fitle, e.g., Mr., Mrs.)
Name (include fitle, e.g, Mr., Mrs.) Name
Address Phone
Mail form and check fo:
Gty Skabe, Zip Naomi Himaka, Membership
JAHSSD
Phone E-mail P.O. Box 620988
' San Diego, CA 92162-0988
-------- B T L L L TR

Advertisement Order Form

Business Name
Contact Person Phone E-mail
Address
City, State, Zip Other instructions
CHECK ONE: O Full page (4 times) $100 O Quarter page (4 times) $45

U Half page (4 times) $80 0 Individual section (4 times) $30

Four times means four consecutive issues. Advance payment required. Please attach camera-ready ad or your
business card (for individual section). Design assistance available at no additional charge. Make check payable to
JAHSSD and mail to: Footprints Ads, P.O. Box 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988. Thank you for your kind support!

DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE VIDEO & TEACHER'S GUIDE ORDER FORM

The true story of the World War Il evacuation and incarceration of 2,000 San Diegans of Japanese descent as told by two local citizens who lived it.
Produced in 2000 by JAHSSD, this moving 26 min. documentary is classroom-suitable for middle school age and up. Teacher’s Guide contains
newly updated lesson plans and resource materials. Amounts to the Society are suggested donations.)

Please send me: Democracy Under Pressure: Japanese Americans and World War Il video(s)
Q $15 [JAHSSD member] or 1 $20 [nonmember] + $5 shipping =

Teacher Curriculum Guide(s):

Q $10 [JAHSSD member] or 1 $15 [nonmember] + $5 shipping =
. TOTAL ENCLOSED =

Please make check payable to JAHSSD and mail with name and address to: JAHSSD Video, PO. Bax 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988
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