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PllGRlMAGE to MANZANAR 
by Ritsu Nabeta 

For 36 years, the nonprofit ManzanarCommittee (www.manzanarcommittee.org) 
has sponsored a pilgrimage to the site of the Manzanar Relocation Camp, 
which is about 210 miles north of Los Angeles off Hwy. 395. Ritsu Uyeno 
and her family were interned at Manzanar before being transferred to Tule 
Lake as a "No-no" family. This was the first time for Ritsu and her husband 
Fred (a Poston Camp I internee) to join the pilgrimage, and the first time their 
daughter, Jeanne Inouye, had ever visited the site. 

On April 2, 1942, my family boarded the train at the old Santa Fe 
Station in Los Angeles and headed out into the desolate desert area 
below Mt. Whitney-the tallest mountain in California-where we would 
spend the war years, 1942-45. My family was my parents, Rikizo and 
Hatsue Uyeno, my older sister Mutsue, then 19, and me, just 17. All of 
Japanese descent, Isseis and Niseis, aliens and citizens alike, were up­
rooted from our homes in Washington, Oregon and California, rounded 
up and housed in various camps throughout the country-supposedly 
to "protect" us from harm. 

The Uyeno family: 
father Rikizo, 

Ritsu, Mutsue, 
mother Hatsue, 

circa 1940. 
Before the war, the 

Uyenos were 
migrant fann 

workers who later 
managed a hotel 

and restaurant 
near the old Union 
Station downtown 

Early morning before dawn on the 30th of April of this year, our 
daughter Jeanne drove us up to Los Angeles to board a bus at JACC 
(Japanese American Community Center) for the 36th annual Manzanar 
Pilgrimage. The three of us were the only ones from the San Diego area 
to ride the bus. The only person I recognized was Paul Bannai. He had 
lived in the same block as me-Block 5-a few barracks away. His sister 
was a grade below me at Manzanar High. I graduated in Summer 1943. 

Mt. Whitney with barbed w1re tence m the foreground. Mrs. Nabeta did thiS 
watercolor at Manzanar in 1943 at age 18 

The trip took about 5% hours. Because the bus was ahead of 
schedule, we stopped by the Manzanar Interpretive Center, housed in 

the former camp auditorium. On display were photos taken at camp by 
the famous Toyo Miyatake, who had a studio in Li'l Tokyo. [Though cam­
eras were forbidden, he had sneaked a lens into camp and a cam­
era.] We also looked at memorabilia of our lives in the internment center. 

Atthe museum, I saw a picture of my barracks neighbor and friend, 
Hikoji Takeguchi. He had been shot by an M.P. as he gathered dis­
carded lumber just outside the barbed wire to make furniture for his 
family. He had even asked for permission to pick up the lumber. 
I remember visiting him in the hospital with my mother. I wondered if he 
still had some of the bullets in his body. His friends finished the table he 
had been building for him. It was one of the objects on display. Seeing 
it made me remember that my mother was a daughter of a carpenter, so it 
was she, not my dad, who made the table and stools we used in camp. 

The camp site is now devoid of any of the apple trees that once 
lined some of the fire breaks. The program was long. The day heated up 
as the many speakers talked, though the wind was relatively cool. 

A typical barracks at 
Manzanar: a group 
seated outside the 

so-called Caucasian 
Dormitory, c. 1943. 
Photos courtesy of 
Ritsu Nabeta and 

Jeanne Inouye 

I recalled the need for boots atthe beginning [of our internment], 
when the roads were dry and the winds would blow into the dining hall, 
and tables and slat seats would feel gritty. Warned they might be needed, 
we had bought our boots at Karl's Shoes on Main Street in L.A. before 
evacuation. Thank heaven for the ingenuity of the residents who man­
aged to water down the roads, planted vegetables for us to eat-some­
thing other than canned wieners and sauerkraut! And our cooks would 
prepare us food more familiar to our taste. 

The author stands 
next to a panel at 
the Manzanar 
Interpretive Center 
about Hikoji 
Takeguchi, the 
teenager who was 
shot by an M.P. 
while picking up 
scrap wood just 
outside the camp 

After the speeches were done, we moved to the monument. [Built 
at the entrance to the camp cemetery by internees under the direction 
of Rev. Shinjo Nagatomi in time for the Obon Service in 1943, it bears 
the calligraphy i-rei-to means literally, "soul-consoling tower."] There, 
representatives of the Shinto, Christian and Buddhist faiths blessed the 
monument and the pilgrims. We offered incense and prayed. 

The memorial monument was impressive. Reverend Nagatomi's 
deeply carved calligraphy was newly-painted black. It humbled me to 
place my hands together and bow my head to those who passed away 
behind this barbed wire area. 

After the service, people formed a ring and danced to the beat of a 
taiko drum. Obon-to placate those who lost their lives in the camp 
site. With this, the Manzanar Pilgrimage came to an end. It was indeed 
a solemn experience for me. 
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JAHSSD 
is happy to announce 

~··-- ···~·= 
7111 MUll~ AJIB 7111 MIMO.III 

Songs from Camp, danced and sung in honor of those who lived through it 

Performed live by 

Till GUTI,Ul ~UNIINtiM.ll 
(Soji Kashiwagi .. Executive Producer) . 

Saturday, January 21, 2006 
Ticbet info coming soon 

Save the date! 

OKAZAKI CHIROPRACTIC 
MlCHlHlRO OKAZAKI, D.C. 

8665 Gibbs Dr., Suite 140 

San Diego, CA 92123 

<BsB> 514-8320 

Mon-Wed & Fri.· 
8:3oam -7:oopm 

Sat: 
8:3oam -2:oopm 

Thu&Sun: 
Closed 

SENlOR DAY every first Tuesday of the month: free adjustment for 65 and older 
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CELEBRAT10NS1 
Community Milestones of Note 

The grandparents known as the "Four Gs"-Gerald and Gail Inoue 
of Honolulu and George and Gail Furuya of Carlsbad-were thrilled at 
the birth of grandbaby Mia Gail Chiyori Furuya on April18 in Hono­
lulu. The proud parents are San Diego native Craig Furuya and wife 
Jodi of Mililani, Hawaii. 

Another wee one, Ava Harumi Yamamoto, joined parents Sharon 
Sasaki and Robert Yamamoto and big sister Zoe Toshie on March 23 
right here in San Diego. The proud grandparents are LaVerne and Helen 
Sasaki of Oakland and Sachio and Irene Yamamoto of San Diego. 

The parents of the twins are: 
Bryan and Melissa Koide, who reside in Virginia, brought their 

twin boys, I an and Simon, to visit their grandparents, Hank and Grace 
Koide. 

Grandpa Hank Koide 
with Melissa, Bryan and 

little Simon and fan. 
The photographer, 
Vernon Yoshioka, 

couldn't tell us which 
baby was which! 

Congratulations to Evangelina Oka of West Hills High and Michael 
Shinzaki of Westview High, recent recipients of the San Diego-JACLS 
lets Kashima Memorial Scholarship, named in memory of Tetsuyo 
Kashima, who chaired the chapter's Scholarship Committee for many 
years. Both graduates received $1 000 awards and will be attending 
UCLA in the fall, Oka as a pre-med major and Shinzaki as a computer 
engineering major. 
- Also honored were Haruka Kelley of Pl. Lorna High and Erin Ochi 
of El Cajon Valley High, who received $750 awards. Both will be attend­
ing UC-Berkeley. Nicholas Nakamura of Clairemont High and Angela 
Pietrantoni of Helix High received $500 awards. They will attend UC­
Merced and Whittier College respectively. 

The awards were presented at the 48th Annual Scholarship Awards 
luncheon last May by Scholarship Committee members Carol Kawa­
moto (chair), David Kawamoto, Dr. Yuri Kaneda and James Yamate. 

Congratulations to Jaime Yumiko Enochs, an English teacher at 
San Diego High's International School, who received her Masters of 
Education in Learning and Teaching; and local actor Chad Sakamoto 
who received his Master of Arts in Leadership Studies; both at the Uni­
versity of San Diego in June. 

Congratulations also to Aya Ibarra, Japan Society of San Diego 
and Tijuana's program director, who earned her California State teach­
ing credential at USD this year. 

Duane Siefers was just named "Employee of the Year'' for Turner 
Construction, San Diego Business Unit. Great going, Duane! 

Several JAHSSD members were recently nominated for the Sec­
ond Annual Asian Heritage Awards for Achievement and Community 
Service, presented by Asia the Journal of Culture and Commerce . 
Dr. Mitsuo Tomita, Director of Medical Education at Kaiser Permanente 
of San Diego, was nominated in the Medicine and Health category. Tom 
Yanagihara, president of the Japanese Friendship Garden Society, was 

nominated in the Cultural Preservation category. Joe Yamada, cofounder 
of Wimmer Yamada and Caughey, the landscape architect firm; and 
Robert Ito and Roxanne Mariko Girard (of Ito Girard & Associates), 
developers of affordable housing in San Diego, were nominated in the 
Entrepreneurship and Business Enterprise category. 

The aforementioned Wimmer Yamada and Caughey celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year.(See story on Page 8.) 

Last but certainly not least, we send out best wishes to Yoko and 
Tom Honda, who celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary at the 
Japanese senior nutrition luncheon on June 22. 

LAW OFFICES OF 
TAKENORIMURAOKA 

Serving your Legal Personal & Business Needs 

1901 First Avenue, Second Floor 
San Diego, California 92101 

619 - 233 - 6434 
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PUOTO! JIIOM TUI JAU!!D AlttUIVI! 

The dedication of the Japanese American Veterans Memorial at Mount Hope Cemetery on May 30, 2005, 
attracted people from throughout San Diego County, including this group of Civil War re-enactors who came to 
pay their respects. They were to later attend the memorial ceremonies at the cemetery for local veterans of the 
Civil War. Upper photo: Co-chair of the dedication event, Ben Segawa (third from the left), greets the re­
enactors before the start of the dedication program (photo by Joyce Teague). Lower photo: This trio in colorful 
period costumes came prepared with their own seating (photo by Gwen Momita) . 

These moments in San Diego Nikkei history are brought to you by: 

COMMUNITY MOR.TUAR.Y 
Robert L. Humphrey 

855 Broadway, Chula Vista, CA 91911 

(619) 426-3006 Fax (619) 426-3616 

www.communitymortuary.com 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Pioneer Oceqn View Unite~ Church of Christ 
announces the 1st Annuql 

FOUNDER'S DAY CELEBRATION 
SATURDAY, OCT. 22, 2005 

11 AM to 3 PM 

Join us as we celebrate the 
First Anniversary oF our newly-merged church! 

+FOOD 

+ ENTERTAINMENT 

+ KIDZONE 

+PRIZES 

+OCEAN VIEW 

+ALOHA SPIRIT 

2550 Fairfield Street, San. Diego, CaliFornia 
619.276.4-881 

JAPAN AESTA MAKES DEBUT 
JAHSSD was invited to host an informational booth at the first-ever 

Japan Fiesta which was held in conjunction with an arena football inter­
national exhibition game between the San Diego Riptide and the visiting 
Japan All-Star Samurais. The event took place March 26, 2005. 

Coordinated by Andy Hata of the Sony Corporation, the Fiesta was 
an interesting interface of well-established Nikkei organizations, like 
JAHSSD and the Buddhist Temple, and Shin Issei (new first generation) 
businesses which cater almost exclusively to the Japanese-speaking 

Mich Himaka accepts a 
certificate of appreciation from 

Andy Hata at the Society's 
board meeting last May 

population of new entrepreneurs, college 
students, and corporate employees and 
their families here on extended work visas. 

Hata conceived of the idea as an op­
portunity for the local Japanese commu­
nity and San Diegans interested in Japan 
to "gettogether and look, touch and feel 
different aspects· of Japanese culture." 
He hoped the Fiesta would both reflect 
San Diego's long history of Japanese ties 
and demonstrate commercial and cul­
tural "opportunities to create a new page 

. into the future." Shokenji Taiko, along with singers, dancers and martial 
artists, performed on the field in the game pre-show. The famous Sony 
robots performed during the half-time show. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I I More inForrn(ltion about this Fund raiser corning soon' 
I Cont'lct person: Gwen Mornit'l (grnornit'l@hotrnail.corn) 

San Diego Nikkei history, as depicted in photographs from JAHSSD 
archives, elicited many positive comments from visitors to the exhibit, 
most of whom were unaware of early Japanese American contributions 
to the local fishing and farming industries. 

'------------------~ 

DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE 
Video and Teacher's Guide 

Democracy Under Pressure: Japanese Americans and World War II tells what happened to 2,000 people of Japanese descent living in 
San Diego after the outbreak of World War II. U.S. citizens and resident aliens alike were given a few days to dispose of their businesses and 
property and removed en masse from San Diego County. Law-abiding families spent the duration of the War behind barbed wire in concentration 
camps hastily built in desolate desert areas. Returning to San Diego after the war to rebuild their lives meant additional hardship. 

This story of the removal and incarceration of San Diegans of Japanese descent was previously untold. JAHSSD made the 26-minute 
documentary for local students of American history ... and for those still unaware of this period during which Constitutional rights were ignored by 
otherwise reasonable men, and the lives of innocent people were forever altered. 

Told by two native San Diegans who lived through the ordeal as young students, Democracy Under Pressure is a powerful and moving 
educational tool and would make a thoughtful gift to a favorite teacher, friend, or grandchild. A curriculum guide with study materials/lesson plans is 
also available for classroom use. 

In 2000, JAHSSD distributed free videos and guides to all public and private secondary schools and colleges in San Diego and Imperial 
Counties. The video is also in circulation in the San Diego Public Library system. See it; share it. 
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Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego 
2005 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(A year's membership includes 4 issues of FOOTPRINTS newsletter) 

0 New 0 Renewal 0 Gift 
0 $20 Individual 0 $200 Life Member - Individual 

0 $30 Couple 0 $300 Life Member - Couple 

0 $15 Senior (age 62 and over)- Individual 0 $100 Corporate- Annual 

0 $25 Senior - Couple 0 $500 Corporate - Life 

0 $15 Student 

This is a gift from: 
Name (include title, e.g., Mr., Mrs.) 

Name (include title, e.g., Mr., Mrs.) Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone 

Business Name 

Contact Person 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone 

E-mail 

Mail foan and check to: 

Naomi Himaka, Membership 
JAHSSD 
P.O. Box 620988 
San Diego, CA 92162-0988 

~- - - - - - - - - -~- - - - - - -- - -~- -- - - - - - - -~- - - - - - - - - -~ - -- - - - - - --~ - -- - -

Advertisement Order Form 

Phone E-mail 

Other instructions 

CHECK ONE: 0 Full page (4 times) $100 

0 Half page (4 times) $80 

0 Quarter page (4 times) $45 

0 Individual section (4 times) $30 

Four times means four consecutive issues. Advance payment required. Please attach camera-ready ad or your 
business card (for individual section). Design assistance available at no additional charge. Make check payable to 
JAHSSD and mail to: Footprints Ads, P.O. Box 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988. Thank you for your kind support! 

--- - --- - ~- - --- - - - --~- --- -- ----~- - - ---- ---~- --- - -- -- -~ --- - - - - -- -~ - -- - - --- --
DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE VIDEO & TEACHER'S GUIDE ORDER FORM 

The true story of the World War II evacuation and incarceration of 2,000 San Diegans of Japanese descent as told by two local citizens who lived it. 
Produced in 2000 by JAHSSD, this moving 26 min. documentary is classroom-suitable for middle school age and up. Teacher's Guide contains 
newly updated lesson plans and resource materials. Amounts to the Society are suggested donations.) 

Please send me: __ Democracy Under Pressure: japanese Americans and World War II video(s) 

0 $1 5 {/AHSSD member/ or 0 $20 {nonmember/ + $5 shipping = __ _ 

__ Teacher Curriculum Guide(s): 

· 0 $ I 0 {/AHSSD member{ or 0 $1 5 {nonmember/ + $5 shipping = __ _ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED = __ _ 

Please make check payable to JAHSSD and mail with name and address to: JAHSSD Video, P.O. Box 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988 
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San Diego 
veterans, most 
members of 
Asian Pacific 
VFW Post 4851, 
pose at the new 
JA Veterans 
Memorial on 
May 30, 2005. 
See cover story 
and additional 
photos on 
Pages 12& 13 




