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Classic Photos from the JAHSSD· Archives 
by Don Estes 

Cor~~ that small gem across the bay from bustling rough-and- tumble San 
Diego, has had a Nikkei presence for just a shade over 120 years. In point of fact, the first 
identifiable Issei resident of San Diego County was "Charles" Tanaka, who came in 1887 
to work on the construction of the Hotel del Coronado. Tanaka later moved from construc
tion to making charcoal, and finally into the grand hotel's kitchen where he eventually be-
came a cook. · 

Other Issei whose names are now lost followed Tanaka to Coronado to build the hotel and 
then move on to other occupations. Around 1904, George Turner Marsh built a Japanese Gar
den on the Silver Strand across from the Hotel del Coronado. The garden was replete with 
footpaths, which wound through summer houses, rustic shelters, a theatre,., and teahouse. 
An Issei named "Kay" Kodaira quit his job as a busboy at the Hotel del Coronado and went to 
work for Marsh as a gardener. Kodaira later recruited other Japanese from around California to 
help maintain the garden and in doing so may unwittingly have been responsible for 
training the men who were going to be some of San Diego's first Japanese gardeners. 

On January 4 and February 18, 1904, two storms pummeled Coronado's shoreline, 
destroying Marsh's Japanese Garden. Shortly after the storms, Marsh ~ '~:;:>:: working in 
conjunction with John D. Spreckels to build a new garden. The new garden would be open 
to the public until1938 when the Copley family bought the property. 

Coronado resident Mrs. Haruyo Hatada lived and worked at the garden in the 1920s, 
as did Mrs. Shizue Koba. 

By the end of the 1920s, there was a thriving 
Nikkei colony of ten households on the island. 
The office of the Japanese Consul in Los Angeles 
reported over 50 a(jult Japanese working at various 
occupations in Coronado. (Continued on p. 5) 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Vernon Yoshioka 

Have you ever wondered how fortunate 
you are to live in San Diego and the South
ern California area? I was thinking that a lot 
of circumstances and people have b 
instrumental in creating who I am and wh 
I do. These of course include family 
friends, times and places, thoughts and beliefs, and decisions and 
actions. In other words, we don't live in isolation, but share an inter
esting interchange with others. Sometimes we need to step back and 
look at where we have been, in order to discover who we are. We search 
the past for our roots, our ethnic heritage, and our culture. Much of 
this can be found in a category that is referred to as our history. 

Our history as Japanese Americans, Americans of Japanese de
scent, or Nikkei, is very unique. It colors the way we think, what we 
believe, and how we act. It has influenced the way we have been treated, 
the possibilities that were available to us, and the way we have raised 
our children. 

Of course, not everyone has been affected in the same way, thus 
there are numerous stories to be told. Most of us are not very good at 
writing, but there are a few good storytellers that we can relate with. It 
is a very good thing to have a place to share our thoughts, our deeds, 
and beliefs. 

The Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego is just 
such a place. Our own place, where we can openly share many of 
these things. This is our place, where some of our treasures can be 
displayed to others who have similar experiences. Each story is unique, 
because in similar circumstances, each individual has made a per
sonal decision on what action to take. We hope that you will take the 
time to record your own story, and share it with others through our 
organization. There are many younger people in our community who 
are looking for answers, just as many of us older folks did in years 
gone by. Help us to make it easier for them to find their stories. 

With all this in mind, I will indulge myself as President and close on 
a personal note of thanks. In 1960, he greeted and welcomed me into 
San Diego and the Ocean View Congregational Church (now known as 
Ocean View UCC). In 1965, he was at my wedding, and later asked 
Shinobu and me to be the Godparents of his son. In 1970, he convinced 
me to join the San Diego JACL Board of Directors. In 2000, he talked 
me into serving on the JAHSSD Board of Directors. To a friend who 
has greatly influenced and enriched my life, I want to publicly thank 
Donald H. Estes, the San Diego Japanese American Community Historian. 

THE CENTER OF INFORMATION FOR THE ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITIES 

THE VOICE OF THE ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICANS ... 
To Support the Asian Reader Submit arricles, updates and press releases 

Spread the word, place adverrisings to keep it's existence vibrant! 
TEL. No. ( 858) 560·1638 • FAX NO. (858) 56()..0881 



BOARD MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

The following individuals were nominated to the JAHSSD Board 
of Directors for a three-year term beginning January 1, 2004: Karen 
Kawasaki, Debra Kodama, Christina Pierson (new), Joyce Teague, 
Rev. Jim Yanagihara (new). 

The term of the following individuals expires on December 31, 
2004: Bob Batchelder, Jeanne Elyea, Susan Hasegawa, Michio 
Himaka, Naomi Himaka, Vernon Yoshioka. 

The term of the following individuals expires on December 31, 
2005: Nancy Cowser, Don Estes, Noriko Inoue, Gwen Momita, Ben 
Segawa. 

The following individuals were nominated to serve a one-year term 
as Society officers: Vernon Yoshioka-President, Mich Himaka-Vice 
President, Bob Batchelder-Treasurer, Gwen Momita-Secretary, 
Don Estes-Historian, Naomi Himaka-Membership. 

The JAHSSD membership is encouraged to contact any Board 
. member with . suggestions for or concerns about the Society. Their 
telephone numbers are listed on the address page of this newsletter. 

JAHSSD WELCOMES NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS 
by. Gwen Momita 

JAHSSD is happy to introduce our new board members: Chris
tina Pierson and Rev. Jim Yanagihara. 

Christina was born and raised in Southern California. She is a 
Certified Medical Assistant and CommunitY Relations Director with 
Sharp Chula Vista and Grossmont Hospitals, with emphasis on Ear, 
Nose and Throat/Senior Citizen forums. Christina has a delightful young 
son, Christopher. She enjoys being with family, participating in Ocean 
View UCC events, as well as JACL and other community organizations. 

During her youth, Christina vacationed every summer in Chula 
Vista with her cherished grandmother, Asako Kobayashi Horita. Dur
ing these visits, Grandma shared colorful stories of growing up here 
.in the downtown Japanese community once known as "Fish Camp." 
These early memories instilled in Christina a desire to learn about and 
to preserve the history of San Diego's Japanese community, and. to 
"honor. .. the dedication of a people rich in culture and strength." 

Jim Yanagihara, known fondly to many as Gopher, was born, 
raised, and educated in San Diego. His war years were spent in Poston 
Ill Internment Camp, followed by a short stay in Utah. 

. Jim's lifetime work has been dedicated to the Buddhist ministry. 
During his years of learning at the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Ber
keley, Jim met and married Patsy Tanaka of Fowler. Together they 
traveled to the Ryukoku University in Japan, where their son, Dale 
(Boku), was born. Jim was ordained in 1970, and returned to the U.S. 
to begin his ministry. For 29 years, Jim and Patsy faithfully served in 
many temples throughout the State of California, including Gardena, 
San Jose, San Luis Obispo/Guadalupe, and Watsonville. 

Jim was fascinated by the Nikkei history of the communities he 
served. This fascination heightened the desire to know more about his 
own turosato San Diego. 

We are delighted to have both Christina and Rev. Jim on our Board. 
We look forward to, and are grateful for, the new energy and insight 
they bring us. 
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LIZ YAMADA NAMED "WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR" BY NATIONAL GROUP 
by Mich Himaka 

Elizabeth Y. Yamada was named The Charter One Hundred 
"Woman of the Year" for 2004 at the professional women's 
organization's annual holiday party held Dec. 7, 2003. Membership 
in The Charter One Hundred is by invitation only for women who have 
contributed to their community through philanthropy and activities. 

The wife of prominent Nikkei landscape architect Joe Yamada, 
Liz has been active in numerous national cultural, arts and civic orga
nizations as well as organizations in California and in San Diego. 

Liz was formerly a partner in the landscape architect firm of 
Wimmer, Yamada and Caughey, which designed a number of highly 
visible landscape projects in San Diego, including the Embarcadero 
Marina Park, the original UCSD master plan, and the Olympic Training 
Center in Chula Vista . 

Her volunteer work involved working with the Family Literacy Foun
dation; the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation in Wash
ington, D.C.; the Japanese American National Museum Board of 
Governors; the San Diego Foundation Board of Governors; the UCSD 
Board of Overseers; and the board overseeing the redevelopment of 
the former Naval Training Center. Liz is also serving as The Charter 
One Hundred's recording secretary this year. 

In citing Liz's many accomplishments, the organization said, "Liz 
is a very deserving recipient of this prestigious award. Liz has a B.A. 
from the University of California, Berkeley (where she was Phi Beta 
Kappa) with a California Secondary Teaching Credential and taught 
for many years ather high school alma mater, San Diego High School." 

Liz currently serves on numerous boards and committees, in
cluding The Charter One Hundred board, the Naval Training Center 
Arts and Culture Foundation, the Japanese American National Mu
seum board of governors, San Diego State University Department of 
Professional Studies and Fine Arts Advisory Committee, vice chair
person of the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation, the 
San Diego Foundation, and the UCSD Board of Overseers. She also is 
a past member of the San Diego City Arts and Culture Commission 
and the San Diego Parks and Recreation Design and Review Board. 

"Most awards are a surprise and for me, the 'Woman of the Year' 
honor was one I had not even considered," she said. 

"So thank you for acknowledging my contributions which, though 
not major, have been steadfast in my love of our community with the hope 
that each of us can help to improve the quality of life for everyone." 

Congratulations, Liz, on receiving this great honor. We also thank 
you for putting forth the cause, not only of Asian women in the com
munity, but our Nikkei community by serving in the many capacities 
you have in the San Diego community as a whole. 

lETCHER 
HIL,tS 
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2262 FLETCHER PARKWAY • EL CAJON, CA 92020 

619.460.1482 • FAX: 619.469.5100 
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CAUGHT DOING SOMETHING NICE 

What would we do without each of you-our members and 
friends? In every issue of Footprints, we like to recognize and express 
our gratitude to the folks who helped us out during this past quarter. 

Ray Mayeda of Torrance, whose uncle was the pioneer San Di
ego Issei photographer Masashi Shimotsusa, has donated to our 
collection another historic photograph of pre-World War II Nikkei liv
ing in Coronado. Ray's wife Theresa really helped us out by produc
ing a beautiful sketch of the photograph, which Ray and his friends 
then used to identify most of the people in the photograph. Ray was also 
kind enough to write for this issue an article on pre-World War II Nisei 
who attended Coronado High School. As always, thanks Ray. 

Early last year, Rio Imamura sent us his remembrance of the late 
Clara Breed, the San Diego librarian whom he came to know during 
the almost-two decades he lived and worked in San Diego for Kyocera 
International, Inc. His story finally appears in this issue. Rio is a 
JAHSSD Charter Life Member who receives and reads his copy of 
Footprints in Kitakyushu, Japan, where he and his wife now reside. 
Thanks very much, Rio! 

Mary ltami, who has also donated a number of photos to our 
archive in the past, has again donated a very fine photograph of pio
neer Issei farm laborers in Chula Vista that dates from the second 
decade of the Twentieth Century. We continue to appreciate Mary's 
strong support. 

Speaking of photographs, Jeanne Marumoto Elyea has donated 
to our collection two pre-World War II photographs of the South Bay 
taken on her family farm. Thank you Jeanne, we appreciate all you do 
for the Society. 

We had a surprise call from Lisa Duclo who is an exhibit prepara
tory at the San Diego Museum of Art. Through the good offices of 
Lisa, her boss Paul Brewin, and the Museum of Art, we received a 
dozen hand-crafted stands that had been used in the museum's recent 
exhibit of Noh robes. We'll be using the stands for our kimono and 
yukata collection. Our appreciation to the San Diego Museum of Art. 

The reference library of the Society is richer by the donation of 
two books we have recently received. Tom and Betty Hashimoto of El 
Cajon kindly donated a copy of Confinement and Ethnicity: An Over
view of World War .ll Japanese American Relocation Sites. Published 
by the Department of the Interior in 1999, the work has already risen 
to being a classic report on the camps, which we are pleased to add 
to our collection. 

Thanks also to Mas and Marsha Hashimoto of Victorville for 
donating a personalized and autographed copy of Jack Matsuoka's 
new book, Poston Camp II, Block 211. Jack, a well-respected cartoon
ist, is perhaps known to many as the editorial cartoonist for the National 
Japanese American Citizens League's newspaper, Pacific Citizen. 

Another of those phone calls we love to get came in late January 
when Emi Obayashi and Marylou Seki offered to donate a large num
ber of historic photographs, negatives, and paper ephemera that dated 
back to the time of Mr. Uichiro Obayashi and his wife Suye. A stand
out item in a collection of outstanding pieces is the framed license 
issued to Suye Obayashi, allowing her to practice midwifery in Cali
fornia. The certificate was issued July 11, 1918. There are members 
of the community still living who were delivered by Mrs. Obayashi. 
Our grateful thanks for this wonderful donation. 

Helen Uyetanaka, aunt of JAHSSD member Aki Tomiyama, has 
generously donated two U.S. Army wool blankets that were issued to 
Nobutaka lkamu, Aki's paternal grandfather, as his family was re-

leased from Tule Lake. We thank them for the addition of these valuable 
artifacts to our collection, and thank Aki for getting these items to us. 

Our thanks also go to Linda Canada who has donated a beautiful 
wedding kimono that was presented to her when she visited Japan in 
1989. It is the outer robe of the traditional wedding ensemble with 
embroidered wedding motifs. The robe is a welcome addition to our 
collection. You may remember that Linda was a great help to us when 
we presented our exhibit, "The 100 Year Road" at the Museum of San 
Diego History in 1996. 

Acknowledgment of all the people who assured the success of 
the First Annual Nikkei Filmiest, held January 24 at Southwestern 
College, deserves a separate space! (In fact. see separate article and 
sponsor list on pp. 10 and 20.) We sincerely thank members of our 
Boar<J, who took the lead in ticket sales, selling many more than our 
original allotment. 

JAHSSD members and friends who helped at the January 24 
screening were: Mich and Naomi Himaka, Chiz lmoto, Debra Kodama, 
Jilly Kodama, Stacy Momita, Christina Pierson, Christopher Pierson, 
Ben Segawa and Ruth Voorhies (ushers); Nancy Cowser, Dale 
lnahara, Gwen Momita, Christina Pierson, Karen Tani, Joyce Teague 
(lobby); Bill and Jeanne Elyea, Bill Teague (parking); and Debra 
Kodama, Jilly Kodama, Jeanne Elyea, Gwen Momita, and Vernon 
Yoshioka (information and video sales). 

The following friends at Kilru Gardens prepared and served the 
tasty refreshments atthe post-screening reception: Kyoko Meinhardt, 
Fusako Trinkle, Misako Parrent and Hiro Sawasaki. 

Other helpers at the reception were Chiz lmoto, Jeanne Elyea, 
Ruth Voorhies, and Mich & Naomi Himaka. Paper Pushers Editorial 
Services and LuAnn Lee donated the beautifully-decorated and deli
cious nut-crust sheet cake baked by LuAnn. We'd also like to thank 
Kiku Gardens' office staffer Lily Warner who fielded Filmfest ques
tions and handled phone reservations. 

EY.I.: LOCAL API MEDIA 

Publishers Barbara Yorobe of the bi-monthly news magazine 
AsianReader and Len Novarro and Rosalynn Carmen of the twice
monthly newspaper Asia the Journal of Culture and Commerce, 
have welcomed contributions from members of our organization since 
they each began putting out their papers over a year ago. Both publi
cations routinely publicize our events as well as those of other local 
J.A. organizations and consciously seek to include stories of interest 
to the Nikkei community. 

A leap from ethnic-specific newspapers printed in various native 
languages, these two relatively "new kids on the block" aim to serve 
and inform the entire English-speaking Asian Pacific Islander com
munity, an ambitious task. As a result, you'll find stories on people 
and events you won't find anywhere else--except maybe in Footprints! 

As examples of their commitment to both working with and in
forming our community, Rosalynn Carmen of Asia Journal has be
come a JAHSSD member. Asian Reader now advertises in Footprints. 
The February-March issue of AsianReader features an interview with 
Ruth Takahashi Voorhies timed to coincide with the Day of Remem
brance observance. A profile of your own Footprints Editor is set to 
appear this month in Asia Journal. 

Pick up a copy of these free publications and expand your world. 
They appreciate and deserve our support. See AsianReader's ad on p. 
2 for contact information. To find a list of where and when you can pick 
up Asia Journal, go to asiamediasandiego.com or call 619/521-8008. 



MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
by Naomi M. Himaka, Membership Chair 

After almost six years as our membership chairman, Yukio 
Kawamoto has stepped down and handed those chores over to me. 
Following in his footsteps will be very difficult, but I've promised to 
give it a try. For his patience in trying to teach me the ropes, I thank 
him very much. I can tell you right now that this is not an easy job. 
Thank you, Yuki, for your loyal service to the organization. 

Meanwhile, our membership continues to grow. We welcome and 
thank our newest Life Members, George Jr. and Gail Furuya. 

Welcome also to our recent new members: Tak and Ruth Fukuchi, 
Rev. Akira Hata, Kinji Iwasaki, Jeanie A. Kashima, Theresa lmiko 
Mayeda, Janel Ochi-FontanoH, Shirley Ochi-Watson, Sophia Takeda, 
Yolo Takeshita, Kay (Miyashita) Yamamoto, and Saori Yusa. 

Tak and Ruth Fukuchi's memberships are a gift from Steve Sato. 
Rev. Hata's membership is a gift "with gratitude from an anonymous 
Dharma Friend." Shirley Ochi-Watson's membership is a gift from 
Janet Ochi-Fontanoftl Sophia Takeda's membership is a gift from 
AmfKaneyuki; Yolo Takeshita's membership is a gift from Sam and 
Pat Takeshita; Kay Yamamoto's membership is a gift from Kiyo Uda; 
and Kinji Iwasaki's membership is a gift from Bob Batchelder. 

Renewing their memberships are: Sakiko Kada, Mitsue Tanaka, 
Ray Kuniteru Mayeda, Ruth Y. Okimoto and Marvin Lipofsky, Don 
Choji Hibi, Takashi Mayumi, Art and Judy Hibi, Florence Yamashita, 
Mitsuo Tomita, Rose Y. Watamura, Michael Okuma, Jean Okazaki, 
Richard and Susan Namba, Charles and Jane Ogino, Jon Kawamoto 
and Carrie Ware Kawamoto, Ford and Terri Omori, Miki Honda, 
Holly and Ronald Hidinger, Chizuko Shinzaki, Fred Y. Nakatani, 
Shirley Omori, George and Sakiko Sekiguchi, Michiko Okuma, Kuniko 
Nishimura, Fusa Shimizu, Roy and Aiko Muraoka, Sud (Ruth) 
Morishita, Mary Iguchi and Kimie Kaneyuki. 

Also renewing their memberships are: Robin Shimasaki, Roy 
and Susan Yonekura, Ken and Judy Miyamoto, Harold and Kuniko 
Kuhn, Tetsuo and Sasako Himaka, Kiku Kawamoto, Louise Iguchi, 
Grace Seki, Tomi Morimoto, Yoshio Matsumoto, E. Liz Suhama, 
Martin Lloyd and Emiko Ito, Joseph and Noriko Correia, Vernon 
and Shinobu Yoshioka, Osa and Setsuko Himaka, Kenji and Carolli, 
and Taka and Beverly Sawasaki. 

Additional renewals: Kathleen and Robert Lui, Chiyo Nakagawa, 
Taye Hashiguchi, Takeko Wakiji, Audrey Mizokami, Joe and Eliza
beth Yamada, lsamu (Ed) and Michi Akamatsu, Connie Taniguchi, 
Kenneth and Katherine Koba, .lwao and Mary lshino, Ann Tsuchiyama 
Carlin, Frank and Tami Kinoshita, Don and Hanako Konishi, Fudo 
Takagi, lsamu and Pauline Nakamura, Todd Himaka, Jeanette M. 
Dutton, Machi Uchida, and Kikuo and Beni Takahashi. 

A MOM&NT IN TIME continued from p. 1 

In a 197 4 interview, Zenbei !washita remembered that most of 
the people working at Hotel del Coronado were from Kagoshima-ken. 
In the interview, he stated that the people working at the hotel lived 
around here [Coronado]. Mr.Yuda lived close by. Maybe you know 
Haruyuki Koba? The Kobas used to live on Margarita inside of the 
bay. The Takeshitas lived on Guadalupe. Motoo Tsuneyoshi used to 
live down on "G" Street. People from Kagoshima dominated the Japa
nese population here. Most came from the Kajiki area. 

In 1940, the Japanese Consulate reported that there were 16 house
holds on the island, but with the outbreak of war, all that was to change. 
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Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, local Japanese families drew 
up and signed a resolution, which they presented to the City Council. 

The text read: 
Whereas, we being resident aliens of the country and commu

nity tor the greater part of our lives, and being parents of American 
citizens, do hereby pledge our resources, our children, and our lives 
towards the victorious conclusion of the war upon the Axis nations. 

Furthermore, we pledge our wholehearted support towards 
civil ian defense, Red Cross and all city, county and national agencies 
devoted to national unity and defense. 

The resolution was signed by: Masanori Tom Koba, 962 
Margarita; lkuyo Takeshita, 685 Guadalupe; Masaichi Tom Tanaka, 
769 ':J"; Zenbei (James) !washita, 662 Margarita; Kunitomo (George) 
Mayeda, 131 Orange; Keitara Karamoto, 614 Third Street; Harry 
Tateyama, 11561sabella; Sadahiko Takeshita, 11091/2 "F"; Benson 
Iwata, 2036 Logan Avenue, San Diego; lwaguma Tsuneyoshi, 640 
':J"; Mrs. Francis Mayeda, 765 Alameda; Harusuke Harry Hori, c/o 
Hotel del Coronado; Mrs. Haruyo Hatada, 275 "C"; Shigeru Sugita, 
P.O. Box 281, Coronado; Masahiko Koba, 464 "H"; and K. Katsumata, 
534 Island Avenue, San Diego. 

Later, students at Coronado High School made a flag with the 
names of over 200 of its graduates who had joined the armed forces. 
Among the names were those of Katsumi Koba, Haruki Koba, Masa 
~oba, and Yo Koba. 

Today the Japanese garden is gone, but a few of the pioneer 
families still live or own property in Coronado. 

With the assistance of Midori (Koba) Koga, a long time resident 
of Coronado, Ray Kuniteru Maeda and his sister Yoko (Mayeda) 
Hashima, identified the following individuals in the Moment in 
Time article, using the overlay above: 

1. [?] Fukushima 2. Mary Nagano 3. Akira Takeshita 4. Yoshito Koba 
5. Takeshi Koba 6. [?]Fukushima 7. Midori (Koba) Koga 8. Sam Takeshita 
9. Unknown 10. Hide Takeshita 11. Masa Koba 12. Haruki Koba 13. Katsumi 
Koba 14. Satoru Sato 15. Masanori Koba 16. Mary Koba 17. Monl<o (Mayeda) 
lkegall118. Yoko (Mayeda) Hastima 19. Fusako Tsuneyoshi 20. Taeko Takeshita 
21. Mrs. Matsumoto 22. Mine Takeshita (Centenarian) 23. Mrs. Nagao 
24. Sada Tsuneyoshi 25. Shizue Koba 26. Ray Kuniteru Mayeda 27. Yoshi 
Mayeda 28. Mrs. Shirao 29. Mrs. Takeshita 30. Shinobu Takeshita 31.1kuyo 
Takeshita (Centenarian) 32.Eizo Tateyama 33. [?]Fukushima 34. Mr. Fukushima 
35. Unknown 36. Tokuzo Sato (Centenarian) 37. Kunitomo Mayeda 38. Kazue 
Koba 39. lne Koba 40. Mr. Matsumoto 41. Kana Ono 42. Unknown 
43. lwaguma Tsuneyoshi 44. Mr. Takeshita 45. Mr. Nagano 46. Louis 
Fujii 47. Masahiko Koba 48. Mr. Tsumagari 



PLANS FOR NIKKEl VETERANS 
MEMORIAL MOVE AHEAD 

At the October 2003 Annual Meeting of the JAHSSD, Vice Presi
dent Michio Himaka announced that an exploratory committee had 
been established to develop a plan for the design and location of a 
San Diego Nikkei Veterans Memorial. 

The committee, co-chaired by George Furuya and Ben Segawa, 
has been meeting since May 2003. As planning has moved ahead, 
leaders of other community groups, including the San Diego JACL, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4851, and the Japanese Coordinating 
Council, have been kept informed of the committee's progress. 

As design planning and funding strategies are refined, the com
mittee plans to produce and distribute an informational brochure de
tailing the project for the general public. As presently envisioned, the 
monument would be located in the old Japanese section of San 
Diego's Mount Hope Cemetery, with dedication to take place in either 
May or November 2005. 
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442 UNIFORM DONATED 
by Don Estes 

On February 1, 2004, JAHSSD gratefully accepted the donation 
of the World War II uniform worn by Harry Tamotsu Kowase from his 
wife, Mari Kowase, and their daughter, Donna Kowase McGuire. Ac
cepting the uniform on behalf of the Society was JAHSSD Secretary 
Gwen Momita and board member Ben Segawa. 

Harry Kowase was born in 1918 and grew to adutthood in San 
Diego. As the Un~ed States prepared for war, Harry, at age 22, was 
drafted into the Army and ordered to report to Camp Roberts which is 
located north of the city of Paso Robles. 

Trained as an infantryman, he was sent as a replacement to the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team then fighting in Europe. After ship
ping out, Harry saw action in both Italy and France. 

Arriving in Europe, Harry was assigned to the 442's Second Bat
talion, "E" Company, Second Platoon, Second Squad. Frank Wada of 
Spring Valley, who was then serving in "E" Company, recalls that Harry 
arrived w~h other replacements including another San Diegan, Harry 
Kawamoto. Frank's first view of the two new men was across the 
company mess line. In short order, the three men became close friends. 

Harry Kowase, 
circa 1943 

The "Ike" jacket that Harry wore carries two rows of ribbons in
cluding the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with 
three battle stars; the American Campaign Medal; The American Defense 
Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; the Good Conduct Medal; and the 
Purple Heart Medal awarded for wounds received in action at Bruyeres, 
France. The ribbons are capped by the Combat Infantryman's Badge. 

Harry Kowase's uniform is a tangible symbol of the service and 
sacrifice made by Americans of Japanese ancestry during World War 
II. JAHSSD is proud that the Kowase and McGuire families have en
trusted its preservation and use to our organization. 

On behalf of the Society and the Nikkei community, we express 
our grateful thanks. 

- Contributing to this story were Frank Wada and Ben Segawa.-



BEFORE THE WAR 
by Ray Kuniteru Mayeda 

Coronado is a small town in southern San Diego County that faces 
the Pacific Ocean. Its population (28,700 in the year 2000), includes a 
number of wealthy families and high-ranking Naval officers. 

I estimate that in the early 191 Os, the Issei started working in Coronado 
and many became gardeners. When they married, their new wives often 
operated home laundries. The number of Nikkei living in Coronado did not 
experience a proportional growth when compared to the rest of the popu
lation in the period prior to World War II. The total number of Nisei attend
ing Coronado High School (CHS) ranged annually from four to ten in the 
period 1936 to 1942. Despite their small numbers, the Nisei at CHS 
performed impressively in many aspects of high school life. 

To support this belief with specific examples, I recently undertook 
a detailed review of the activities of Nisei attending CHS by surveying 
school annuals for the years 1936 through 1942. A summary of my 
review follows: 

Haruki Koba was a superb athlete. In his senior year (1939), he 
earned varsity letters in football, basketball, track and tennis, and was 
selected to the All Metropolitan League football (as a quarterback) and 
basketball second teams. 

Four other Nisei, Minoru Hatada, AI Fugiyo Mayeda, Masa 
Kobayashi, and Hide Takeshita, won varsity letters in football. In their 
senior year (1940-41), both Minoru Hatada and AI Mayeda were also 
selected to the All Metropolitan League football second team. 

In his senior year (1940), Minoru Hatada was awarded other var
sity letters in basketball and track. 

"B" basketball lettermen were Masa Koba, Yoshito Koba, Katsumi 
Koba, Sam Takeshita, Akira Takeshita, and Hide Takeshita. 

"B" and "C" track lettermen were Katsumi Koba, Yoshito Koba, 
Sam Takeshita, Akira Takeshita, and Ray Kuni Mayeda. 

CHS records set by Nisei athletes in 1939 were: Haruki Koba, var
sity high jump: 5 feet 10 1/2 inches. Katsumi Koba, "C" 1 00-yard dash: 
10.5 seconds. Katsumi Koba, "C" 120-yard low hurdles: 14.1 seconds. 

These were in addition to the Metropolitan League "C" record: 
Yoshito Koba, "C" broad jump: 20 feet 2 3/8 inches. Katsumi and 
Yoshito Koba and two others, "C" (4x100 yard) relay: 46.9 seconds. 

In 1941, Yoshito Koba set a "B" CHS broad jump record of 20 
feet 11 inches. 

A measure of the strength and competition that the Nisei athletes 
faced can be seen in the fact that CHS was the Metropolitan League 
champion in the following sports in which these Nisei lettered and 
excelled: 1941 Varsity Football, 1939 and 1940 Varsity Basketball, 1939 
Varsity Track (three-way tie), 1941 "B" Basketball, 1940 "B" track. 

Other noteworthy items gleaned from the CHS annuals: In 1939, 
Masa Koba was elected the most popular boy at CHS in his senior year. 

In 1941, Ray Kuni Mayeda was elected the student body treasurer 
for CHS. In 1941 and '42, he was a member of the CHS scholastic honor 
society, the California Scholarship Federation (CSF). Likewise, Mieko 
Tanaka and Kazue Koba joined him as members of the CSF in 1942. 

Not withstanding the fact that the parents of CHS Nisei were gar
deners or home laundry operators who worked and served affluent 
Coronado residents prior to World War II, there appeared to be no overt 
discrimination against them, as the Nisei were well accepted by their 
CHS classmates. 

The Nisei who attended Coronado High School prior to World War II 
were not mediocre students, and proved themselves outstanding in 
athletics, excellent scholastically, and very popular. 
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AMERICANISM Defining Citizenship in 
the Southern Blue Page (the second of two parts) 
by Susan Hasegawa 

In a 1936 essay contest sponsored by the American Legion, Point 
Lorna High School student May Sakamoto won the first prize with an 
essay entitled "Americanism." Sakamoto described Americanism as 
a "deep loyalty and love of country in our hearts, not only because we 
are American citizens, but because we are attached to American ide
als and government. n 

She went on to highlight Nikkei contributions to American soci
ety, including Nisei forming international clubs on school campuses 
and Issei actions of loyalty towards their adopted country through 
military service. Issei veterans of World War I had formed a ':Japanese 
American Legion, the Perry Post." It was probably named after U.S. 
Commodore Matthew Perry, who "opened" Japan to the West in 1853-
1854. Sakamoto pledged her unwavering patriotism to the United States 
and described the Nisei as a "mediator of two civilizations." 

Nisei coming of age during the 1930s were creating their own 
definition of what it meant to be an American. Through the education 
system, Nisei learned about civics and government, but how this trans
lated into their everyday lives and the evolving Japanese American 
community unfolded in the pages of the Southern Blue Page, a commu
nity-based newspaper serving the San Diego and Imperial Counties. 

Typical Nisei youth during the period Southern Blue Page was in print 

The paper highlighted the growing activism of San Diego Nisei 
who were involved at the national and local level of Japanese Ameri
can politics. In the Summer of 1936, the San Diego Chapter of the 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) sent Pol Nakadate to the 
National Convention held in Seattle and he returned with a scathing 
report to the local cabinet. The local chapter in turn called for greater 
accountability of national finances and objected to the "expenses for 
national president traveling, the ex-secretary because details of the 
work of the officers were not explained." The San Diego cabinet is
sued an ominous threat to "drop out" if relevant information was not 
distributed in a timely manner from the national office. San Diegans 
such as Pol Nakadate, George Ohashi, and other cabinet members 
were outspoken in their criticism and demanded monthly financial state
ments at both the national and local level. 

The issue of Nisei dual citizenship, Japanese and American, was 
a hot topic for the local JACL. President George Ohashi and other 
cabinet members pushed for Nisei to become totally American and 
give up their Japanese citizenship. All children of Japanese citizens 
were also considered citizens of Japan and had dual citizenship. Ja
pan changed its law in 1924 so that Issei parents had to register their 
infant within 14 days of birth in order to obtain Japanese citizenship 

for the child. Furthermore, Nisei with dual citizenship could renounce 
their Japanese citizenship with the appropriate paperwork. 

A June (1936) issue of the paper announced: "Mr. Y. Nakadate 
secretary of the local Japanese Association asked the members [JACL] 
wishing to cancel citizenship of Japan to bring their birth certificates 
and papers pertaining to immigration." Since dual citizenship was a 
factor in branding the Japanese American community as disloyal dur
ing World War II, it was prescient that young leaders urged citizens to 
cut official ties to the nation of Japan. 

Concurrent to the local chapter attempts to influence national JACL 
policy, members focused on increasing membership and encourag
ing Nisei to vote. A statement in one article noted "not more than 12" 
Japanese American citizens were registered to vote in 1936. Nisei 
leaders realized the importance of voting as imperative in the political 
process. The local JACL organized regional membership campaigns 
and concentrated on Encinitas-Vista in April. By November 1936, JACL 
President George Ohashi was credited with recruiting over a hundred 
new members and assisting people in canceling their dual citizenship. 

The New Year's edition of the Southern Blue Page was filled with 
the traditional congratulatory messages and numerous celebrations. 
The closing paragraphs of May Sakamoto's winning essay expressed 
the following on the domestic situation and foreign policy: "Even though 
America is menaced by unemployment, and other perils besides the 
ones we have now, there is always the strong under-current of Ameri
canism which overpowers them and keeps the country from fears of 
any kind of civil war." 

She went on to add: "Although America is not in the League of 
Nations, she has enough will power from the mass of people to stay 
out of war and maintain peace. The thing which keeps America out of 
war is, I believe, the strong and independent international policy of the 
American government." 

May Sakamoto's youthful optimism for peaceful international re
lations would soon be shattered as Japan and the United States ad
vanced down the road to war. In spite of Nisei attempts to carve out a 
Japanese American presence that focused on "Americanism," the 
American public would only see the Japanese part during World War II. 



CHANKO-NABE 
by Joyce Nabeta Teague 

... will reappear with the Summer 2004 Issue as a special column all 
about HAMYU, complete with your stories about why you like (or hate) 
eating the smelly stuff, family recipes, and most importantly, where 
you can find the salted oily fish these days needed to make steamed 
pork hamyu! Do you have a HAMYU story or recipe to share? A photo 
of your family at Nanking, Far East, or another Cantonese eatery where 
HAMYU was on the menu? A theory about how this poor-man's dish 
became so popular among the Nisei community? E-mail me at 
events@jahssd.org or send me stories in care of the JAHSSD P.O. box. 

In the meantime, savor the tasty debut of Mich Himaka's new 
column also named after food, Mazegohan ... 

MAZEGOHAN 
by Mich Himaka 

My "boss" and our editor, Joyce Teague, has been on my butt 
for months telling me that I had to write a humor column for this 
publication. Now, to me, humor is all relative-my wife, my kids, 
my brothers and sisters, my friends-you get the idea. What tickles 
my funny bone may not tickle yours. The only humor writers I can 
think of would be people like Bill Cosby and Bob Hope, and maybe 
Mark Twain and Will Rogers. 

But I'm going to need help, like having some readers call me with 
their funny stories. So this won't be only my humorous observations 
but yours, too. Keep me in mind and call me. Here goes ... 

Why am I calling this thing Mazegohan? Well, if Joyce can title 
her column after some foodstuff, why not me? Besides, some of this 
stuff may not be all humor. I may have some serious things to write about 
sometime. I'll try. And if I miss a deadline as I have in the past, tough. 
1 spent more than 30 years meeting deadlines. It's time I got a break. 

We drove through an ATM drive-through recently. While waiting 
for my money to spit itself out, I noticed something on the machine 
and began laughing. 

Naomi asked, "What's funny?" 
"Look at that," I said. "This machine has Braille on it." 
1 thought, I sure would not want to be a passenger in a car driven 

by a blind person. Not that there is anything wrong with their driving. 
They certainly can't be any worse than some drivers I've observed. 
And those drivers were sighted! (I warned you! My tunny bone may 
not be the same as yours!) 

Speaking of food, there was the time I spent a summer working 
with a San Diego Gas & Electric Co. weeding crew. A bunch of us 
traveled from station to station clearing weeds away from the fences. 
Mama usually made my lunch and often times, she would make a 
bento for me. 

We sat down for lunch this day. For some reason, I sat myself 
several feet away from the others. She had all the food in plastic con
tainers and I had no idea what was in them. The first thing I opened. 
BIG MISTAKE! It was a good thing I just lifted the corner. It was enough. 

One of the guys sitting a few feet away, sniffed the air and said 
out loud: "OKAY! WHO DID IT?" The others moved away from each 
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other not saying a word, just assuming one of them did it. 
1 quickly closed the container and kept on eating. Takuwan just 
does not sit (Joyce, please make sure there is no "h" in there) 
well with some people . 

And then there is the story my friend, Rev. Jim told me about 
when he worked at his cousin's Modern Food store in L.A.: 

A Japanese man came in and bought a piece of takuwan which 
was sold out of a barrel. The yellow peril (no racial intent meant here) 
was wrapped up in butcher paper and then rewrapped in several sheets 
of newspaper for the man. He took the package and got on a bus. 

About a block later, the bus driver stopped his vehicle and kicked 
the old man and his wife off for being offensive to other riders. Rev. Jim 
had to drive the poor couple to their home across town to Pasadena. 

And then there was Naomi's cousin and Grandma Okamoto, who 
would leave the dinner table when someone opened a jar of the stuff. 
In case you were not aware, Takuwan was the name of a Buddhist 
priest during the time of the legendary samurai-no, not Tom Cruise
Miyamoto Musashi. Rev. Jim, who also was not alive during that time, 
said the priest invented the daikon goody as a means of survival. 

And finally, there was the time Nephew Don was tailgating at a 
Chargers football game with other relatives from his wife Debbie's 
family. He told his brother, Gordon, and me not to buy our usual hotdog 
as a pre-game lunch because he would fix us up a plate of goodies 
from their tailgate. 

As we sat in our seats in anticipation of all the good stuff, part
way through the game, Don came up and handed each of us a large, 
heavy container of food and said, "Eat up!" 

Gordon and I peeked in to see what we had and immediately closed 
it up. Fortunately, the air went UP and not sideways because the first 
thing we noticed were tiny clumps of yellow stuff in the corner of. the 
container. We put them back into the double plastic bags Don had 
brought them in and we stepped out to buy our usual hotdog. 

It all tasted great, once we got home. Except our sons took one 
whiff and said: "WHAT'S THAT SMELL?" 

Theyjustdon't know what's good, do they? 

GORDON & ARLENE SHIMIZU 

936 Garnet Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92109 

270-8025 
or 

273-7400 
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CELEBR.!ITIO.NS I 
Community Milestones of Note 

• Lynda Yoshikawa, a graduate student in clinical psychology 
at Alliant International University (formerly United States 
International University), has been awarded JACL.:s Chiyoko and 
Thomas Shimazaki Memorial Scholarship for 2003. Lynda was 
a participant on the "Legacy of Japanese Internment" panel 
presented by the JAHSSD last April at the Sycuan Reservation. 
• Congratulations to Yutaro Daniel Osaka of Boy Scout Troop 
585 who was recently awarded his Eagle Scout Badge in a 
ceremony at All Hallows Catholic Church in La Jolla. 
• Sara Kashima and Kevin Chang were married in Berkeley, 
California, in January. Sara's parents are Jeanie Kashima and 
the late Tetsuyo Kashima of San Diego. Kevin is the son of Jim 
and Ruby Chang. The couple were united at the Berkeley 
Buddhist Temple where Sara's grandfather had served as 
minister prior to World War II. 
• Martha Longenecker of the Mingei Museum was honored 
by the Consul General of Japan as a recipient of the Order of 
the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette on December 9, 2003. 
• The Buddhist Temple's Fujinkai (Buddhist Womens Assn.) 
will host a March birthday party for Misako Kawasaki in cel
ebration of her 1 05lh birthday! 

If you know of someone celebrating a special anniversary, 
achievement or milestone, please send us the details 

and we will gladly share the news in an upcoming issue. 

NIKKEI FILMFEST EARNS $3,700 FOR 
VFW CAPITAL BUILOriNG FUND 

i 
The first of what may be an ~nnual series of films by or about 

Nikkei (people of Japanese descent~ took place the afternoon of Janu
ary 24, 2004, at Southwestern Coll~ge's Mayan Hall. Nikkei Filmfest 
2004 presented three critically accl~imed films which stunned, moved, 
and even educated the audience df approximately 300 who braved 

I 
cold, gray weather to attend the ev~nt. 

Two of the films had been par~ of the San Diego Asian American 
Film Festival just a few months pripr, but not many people had even 
been aware of those screenings. T~e Nikkei Filmfest gave more people 
the opportunity to appreciate thes:e fine films, as well as meet the 
films' young writer/directors, who were guests of the festival, and hear 
first-hand their inspiration for their [storytelling. 

The films were Canadian Jan Osborne's Sleeping Tigers: The 
Asahi Baseball Story, Dean Yam~da's The Nisei Farmer, and Lane 
Nishikawa's When We Were Warr~ors. Osborne and Yamada were on 
hand to introduce their films. Nis~ikawa, who had generously given 
the Filmfest permission to screen; his film gratis, was meeting with 
Sen. Daniel Inouye about his current project, Go For Broke, and un-
able to attend the Filmfest. I 

The idea for the film festival · was conceived last December by 
Steve Sato, General Manager of Kiku Gardens Corporation, who 
wanted to find a way to bring th~ Nikkei community together for a 
social event to raise funds for the Asian Pacific VFW. He also wanted 
the effort to engage community groups which do not normally work 
together, so he invited the participation of the San Diego Chapter of 

Steve Sato (center) with filmmakers Dean Yamada and Jari Obsome 

the JACL and JAHSSD. A planning committee was formed, consist
ing of Steve, Karen Tani of JACL, and Gwen Momita and Joyce Teague 
of JAHSSD. Duane Siefers also participated in the initial meetings. 

Considering the limited time to publicize the benefit, create inter
est in the films, and sell as many tickets and sponsorships in advance 
as possible, it is impressive the net proceeds for the event exceeded 
$3,700. In February, Karen presented Commander Benny Hanaike of 
Asian Pacific VFW Post 4581 with a check in that amount earmarked 
for their Capital Building Fund. 

A week after the event, the Filmfest committee met to evaluate 
the public's response to the films and the event itself. Reception by 
the audience was overwhelmingly positive and attendees enjoyed the 
films immensely. The committee decided to begin selection of the next 
set of films with the intent of making another community organization 
the beneficiary. So stay tuned for info on Nikkei Filmest 2005! 

For those who expressed disappointment they had been unable 
to attend the screenings, please see below for information on ordering 
individual videos. Find more photos of the Fest on pp. 20 and 21. 

VIDEO/DVD PURCHASE INFO 

We've had several inquiries from people who either missed the 
Nikkei Filmfest and still want to see the films; or who want to purchase 
a copy either to show others or use as a teaching tool. 

Sleeping Tigers: The Asahi Baseball Story by Jari Osborne is not · 
yet being marketed as a home video by the National Film Board of 
Canada, but interested parties can call 1-800-542-2164 and order a 
copy. The cost is $39.95 + $6.50 shipping and handling. 

Dean Yamada's Nisei Farmer is now available on VHS for $1 0 
(which includes shipping and handling). Mail check or money order 
to: Dean Yamada, P.O. Box 1526, Monterey Park, CA 91754. 

Dean says he also plans to make the film available on DVD by 
April. Those who order the videotape can receive the DVD for an addi
tional $5 once it becomes available. 

We're still checking on availability of Lane Nishikawa's When 
We Were Warriors and will include information in the Summer Issue. 

The Japanese National Museum (JANM) in L.A. has announced 
an April release date for the DVD titled, Eyewitness: Photojournalist 
Stan Honda, September 11, and the Japanese American Experience . 
It will be available on their online store (www.janmstore.com) along 
with Moving Walls, the book by Sharon Yamato featuring Stan 
Honda's photos. For updates from the JANM Store, send e-mail 
to museumstore@janm.org and ask to be added to their e-mail list. 



MEMORIES FROM THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES 
by Mitsuko Kawamoto 

Last year I requested materials from the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. I had heard that they would send you information 
about your internment years for a copying fee. Being curious about 
what type of information they had about me, I sent in the required fee. 
In several weeks, an envelope came containing a variety of personal 
information and school papers, including test results and samples of 
my writing skills. 

The following autobiography was included in the package and 
was written as a classroom assignment when I was in the fourth grade 
at Poston Ill Elementary School. The grammar and spelling needs im
provement but it is presented here as I wrote it then (of course, the 
writing was done in longhand). 

An Autobiography 
I was born in 193lf. I was born in San Diego. I am 9 

years old. My birthday is June 3'd. /live in the country. 
When I was 5 years old I went to Kindgarden. A 

girl named Carole was in the same grade. We knew 
each other very well. We always played together. So 
we had lots of fun. When were in the first grade our 

teacher's name was Miss Carl she was a good teacher 

I liked her very much. Then when my birthday came 
I was 7 years years old so we went to the second 
grade. Again we had a good teacher. Our teachers 
name as Miss Russel. 

Then we heard that we had move. First we moved 
Sanita Anita. After came to Poston Arizona. We had 
school. The same girl named Carole is in same room. 

At first we had to bring our chairs to school 
/liked school very much. Our teacher's name was Miss 
Sasaki and Mrs. Flynn. They were good teachers too. 
Nowour teachers name is Miss Starkey Miss Fujino 

and Miss Sasaki. Mitsuko Mayumi 

The friend, Carole, mentioned in the above writing, is the former 
Carnl Kushino whose name is now Carolli. She relocated to Chicago 
after camp, but returned to the San Diego area four or five years ago. 
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JACL/NSU TO HOLD HIGH SCHOOL 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

On Saturday, April 10, the San Diego Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League and the University of California San Diego's 
Nikkei Student Union will join to host the first-ever JAClJNSU High 
School Leadership Conference. The conference will be held at UCSD 
and registration for participants is free. 

The theme of the conference is Inheriting Tomorrow, which the 
organizers say is particularly relevant for today's Japanese-American 
youth. "At a time when our civil rights are being tested and diversity 
and understanding are taking on renewed importance in our schools, 
the conference Will present these students with the opportunities to 
prepare for the challenges that the future presents. Thus helping them 
to prepare for Inheriting Tomorrow." 

The Japanese American Citizens League, established in 1929, is 
the nation's oldest and largest Asian American civil rights organization. 
The JACL has 112 chapters nationwide with over 24,000 members. 

· The UCSD Nikkei Student Union is one of the largest Japanese 
American collegiate student organizations in the country. Since its for
mation in 1988, NSU chapters have sprung up at colleges and univer
sities throughout California making it one of the most influential 
Japanese American student organizations in the state. 

Both organizations are asking the Nikkei community to help inform 
students about the JAClJNSU High School Leadership Conference. 

"Our hope is to get known Japanese American and Asian Pacific 
Islander Ameiican Students who have leadership potential to take part 
in this conference," says Russell Ozawa, who is co-chairing the con
ference. Ozawa invites any questions or ideas on how to identify inter
ested students. 

Informational brochures and applications are being made avail
able through contact points like the local JA churches. For further 
information, contact Ozawa at 858/558-1316 or e-mail him at 
rozawa@ucsd.edu. 

JUDGMENT WITHOUT TRIAL 
NOW AVAILABLE 

In writing his latest book, Judgment Without Trial, Dr. Tetsuden 
Kashima was motivated by unanswered questions about his father's 
wartime experiences. 

Dr. Kashima is the son of the late Rev. Tetsuro Kashima, who 
served the Buddhist Temple of San Diego as its resident minister 
after World War II, 1948-1953. 

The book uses new research, diaries, official communications, 
and interviews to prove the U.S. government had been considering 
the incarceration of leaders of the Nikkei community long before the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. It also focuses on the lesser-known Justice 
and War Department camps that held internees from the continental 
U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, and Latin America. 

Now a Seattle resident, Dr. Kashima is currently Professor of 
American Ethnic Studies at the University of Washington. He has also 
studied and written extensively about American Buddhism. Judgment 
Without Trial is available at bookstores and online at amazon. com. 
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SNAPSHOTS from the II th ANNUA 
Right: 2003 Kansha Award recipient Umeko 

Kawamoto was presented a Ceritficate of 
Recognition from San Diego County by 

Senior Policy Advisor Ron Kelley 

Right center: Go for Broke banner in the 
Service of Country display 

Above: The Kitchen Krew included new Board member Christina 
Pierson, Jeanne Elyea, Mils Kawamoto and Nancy Cowser 
Left: Gwen Momita and Raffle Queen Jeanne Elyea 

Below: Program folders 
Joyce Teague, Sakiko Kada 
and Naomi Himaka 

Right: M.G. Michio Himaka thanks 
Keynote Speaker Bob Wada 



GENERAL 

Right: Ben and 
Grace Segawa with 

Bob Batchelder 

Above: Mich Himaka with craft 
sales help Justine Tachiki 

and Hisae Batchelder 

Left: Hunks "R" Us--
Mas Asakawa, Po Kaneyuki, 
Yuki Kawamoto and Taka Sawasaki 
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I:SERV/C£ 11 

Ron Kelley congratulates 
Hideo and Kiyo Ochi on 
Kiyo's recognition by the 
San Diego County Board 
of Supervisors. Kiyo a/so 
received the Kansha Award 
for 2003 

Below: 
Pastor Norma DeSaegher 

.. and Shinobu Yoshioka 

Yuriko Nogata, Mary Suyenaga and 
Ayako Otsuji came to show their 
support of the Kansha Award 
recipients 

Below: Carol Estes helped set up the 
exhibit honoring Service to Country 

Left: Sam Nakamura studies 
photos displayed in the exhibit 
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A Photo from the JAHSSD Archives ... 

Poston Camp Ill Hanamatsuri, celebrating Buddha's birth, April 1944. The group shown 
with the ministers may be Sunday School teachers. Note the handmade "hanamido" 

adorned with fresh flowers at center. 

This moment in San Diego Nikkei history 
is brought to you by 

COMMUNJ[TY MORTUARY 
Robert L. Humphrey 

855 Broadway 

Chula Vista, CA 91911 

(619) 426-3006 

Fax (619) 426-3616 

www.communitymortuary.com 



WE GET LETTERS 
Dear Don: 

Thank you for taking the time to research your files for information on 
my husband's family and their internment at Poston, Arizona, during World 
War II, as well as making copies of the flyers regarding the evacuation. 

Attached is a small donation for the Japanese American Historical 
Society of San Diego. Again, thanks for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 
Lois Fong Sakai, Poway 

Dear Don: 
Hard to believe, but I have completed the first working draft of the 

book for Scholastic about Clara Breed and her relationship with her 
young Japanese American friends during WWII. It has been an amazing 
journey and I have never met so ma.ny generous people who have shared 
their stories and expertise with me ih shaping a story that I trust will 
honor Clara Breed and "her children." 

Please accept this gift to the Japanese American Historical Society 
of San Diego in the names of the following people who shared their 
stories about Miss Breed and their memories of a time that must not be 
forgotten, so that it will never happen again. 

Richard "Babe" Karasawa, Margaret lshino, Ben Segawa, Louise 
Ogawa, ltzuzo Endo, Ellen Aiko Kubo, Ellen Kukawa Spink, 
Chiyo Kusumoto Nakagawa, Elizabeth Kikuchi Yamada, Joe Yamada, 
Patty Higashioka. 

I want to thahk you for the information and helpful leads you gave 
me from the outset. 

Sincerely, 
Joanne Oppenheim, New York City 

Hi Noriko: 
This is a copy of a message I've sent members of our board. I just 

thought you would like to know. 
Hi Sandy, Nora and Harold. What do you think? It was so nice of the 

Japanese American Historical Society to put us as a link on their website. 
I gave them the information on the brochure and one of our recent 
mailings. Noriko Inoue uploaded it the website with this swell design. 

Thank you Noriko and friends from the JAHSSD. 

Dear Don: 

Professor Teresa (Terry) Thomas 
Southwestern College Friends of Odawara 

Thank you for sending the copy of Democracy Under Pressure. 
It's a great job! 

I enjoyed the exhibit at the Bonita Museum. It was amazing how 
much information was on display in such a small area. 

Hi Joyce: 

Best wishes, 
Audry Mizokami 

1 enjoyed your Chanko Nabe column on inari sushi. I don't know if 
the way Mrs. Hatauye made them was a Wakayama-ken kind of thing 
(when I was born, our family lived in Fish Camp where probably 
90 percent of the families were Wakayama-ken people), but before WWII 
1 remember that my mother always made the rice filling for inari sushi 
with lots of stuff mixed in like maze gohan. You hit the nail right on the 
head about Mrs. Hatauye-she was such a sweet lady. My mother was 
a good friend of hers and sometimes I would pick Mrs. Hatauye up to 
take her to church. She was always so pleasant and appreciative. 

Yuki Kawamoto 
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Everyone: 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for the card, the scribe, and the 

gift certificates to Rockier Woodworking and to Home Depot. It was 
totally unexpected and more than I deserve, but nevertheless very much 
appreciated. I thoroughly enjoyed the years I spent on the board and I 
hope I contributed in some way to the success of JAHSSD. A greater 
group of "can do" people to serve with couldn't be found. Above all 
else, Mits and I treasure your friendship and the friends we have be
come while serving on the board. 

You can still count on us to help out whenever and wherever we 
can. Mits and I will take you up on your offer and show up at your 
meetings from time to time. 

Thanks again for all you have done. 
Yuki 

To Joyce Teague: 
Thank you for your email. Yes, I'm receiving your newsletter regu

larly and enjoy reading. I know Ben Segawa, Don Estes, Honorary Japa
nese Consul [Randall] Phillips. In fact, I met Randy last November when 
the Minato Gakuen, the Japanese language school in Sweetwater, 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary and there I presented to him my mini
CO travelog which you said you possess right now. 

You are asking how long I stayed in San Diego. It's from 1973 to 
1994. So 20 years plus. I was Corporate Secretary at Kyocera Interna
tional, Inc. at Balboa Ave, Kearny Mesa. 

... You are asking also about my short article re Clara Breed ... Ciara 
and I worked one time together for the Japanese Garden Society, Balboa 
Park. Elizabeth Yamada in La Jolla told me that a book about Clara is 
being .authored by a famous woman writer. I wonder if it has been pub
lished' and I would appreciate any information about the book as I wish 
to order a copy myself. 

Thank you again for your interest in the Clara story. Please feel free 
to print [it] any way you like. The same goes with the mini-CO travelogs 
if you like. 

Hello Mr. Yoshioka, 

Rio Imamura 
Kitakyushu, Japan 

We are so pleased that the Japanese American Historical Society 
of San Diego is a Community Partner for Chinese New Year At The 
Opera. We are deeply appreciative of your support! 

We would be so grateful if you could email your membership to 
promote the event...and I look forward to meeting you in person. 

Hi Joyce, 

Kindest Regards, 
Jennifer Gamez 
Associate Director of Marketing 
San Diego Opera Audience Development 

I'm so glad the Nikkei Film Fest was success. I had a really great 
time and can't think of a better way to have celebrated my dad's 70th 
birthday. The cake was a really nice touch. 

Thank you again for organizing the screening. It was truly an honor 
to share it with the Japanese American community in San Diego. I hope 
we can do it again with my next project. 

Best regards, 
Dean Yamada 
Monterey Park 

(LETTERS continued on p. 17) 
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PHOTOJOURNALIST STAN HONDA 
COVERS THE GLOBE 
by Joyce Teague 

Last December, photojournalist Stan Honda and his wife Ann 
levin were in San Diego to visit Stan's father, Masami Honda, who 
resides at Kiku Gardens. 

A native San Diegan who now resides in New York City, Stan 
stopped by the Buddhist Temple of San Diego where he and his sis
ters, Maya (then known as Amy) and Meg, had attended Sunday 
School as children. There, he spent several hours taking photos at the 
annual Mochitsuki. He chronicled the entire mochi-making process 
from rice-steaming to pounding to hand-shaping into little round cakes 
to be cooled and bagged for sale. (The next day, his photos were 
available online to news outlets worldwide. The Los Angeles Times 
carried one of the photos featuring young Marc Konishi ladeling 
rice into wicker baskets.) 

Stan, a JAHSSD Life Member, took a short break from aiming his 
camera lens at the busy mochi makers to talk about his life since leav
ing San Diego. 

He and his sisters were born to Masami and Ruth (Kodama) 
Honda, and grew up in North Park, attending San Diego City schools. 
Stan eventually graduated from UCSD, discovered his calling captur
. ing newsworthy events on film, and worked locally for both The Los 
Angeles Times and San Diego Union as a staff photographer. 

Stan moved to New York about 15 years ago where he worked 
512 years as a New York Newsday staff photographer. As a freelancer, 
he has provided photography for the National Post of Canada and 
Toronto Globe and Mail, as well as several corporate clients. He now 
works mainly for Agence France-Presse (AF-P), an international wire 
service based in New York. 

As of this writing, Stan is on assignment for AF-P, accompanying 
the U.S. Army's Fourth Division on its duty tour of Iraq, Kuwait, Tur
key, and possibly Germany. Masami says that Stan is scheduled to 
land back in the U.S. with the Fourth Division in Ft. Hood, Texas, the 
second week of March, after which he'll be able to return home to 
New York. He will have been overseas for six weeks. This will com
plete his second stint in Iraq since the U.S. waged war there last year. 
During his assignments away from home, Stan keeps in touch with 
family by phone and e-mail. 

Stan's vocation has allowed him to experience-as well as pho
tograph and describe-widely different events both at home and 
abroad. His photographs and commentary on the attack on the World 
Trade Center on September 11, 2001, were featured last Fall at the 
Japanese National Museum's presentation of Eyewitness: Photojour
nalist Stan Honda, September 11, and the Japanese American Expe
rience in Los Angeles. He was working a few blocks from ground zero 
and his photographs of that tragic event and its aftermath were quickly 
broadcast around the world. 

Eyewitness, produced by the Frank H. Watase Media Arts Center, 
also featured photographs Stan took during recent visits to nine in
ternment camp sites where Japanese Americans were incarcerated 
during World War II. (His own parents first met at Poston Camp Ill.) 
JANM wrote, "The juxtaposition of these images poignantly reminds 
viewers of the parallels between the treatment of Arab Americans in the 
aftermath of 9/11 and the experiences of Japanese Americans in 1941." 

A DVD version of Eyewitness 
should be available online 
through the JANM Museum 
Store in April. You can also 
find Stan's work in Sharon 
Yamato's Moving Walls: 
Preserving the Barracks of 
America's Concentration Camps 
which documents the 1994 
project to recover an original 
barracks from Heart Mountain 
(Wyoming) Internment Camp 
for display in Los Angeles. 

For ordering information 
on these works, see "Video/ 
DVD Purchaselnfo" on p. 10. 
An online search on Stan's 
name in Google will also yield 
many examples of his award
winning photographs. And 
don't forget to read the photo 
credits in your newspaper! 

Stan Honda at Mochitsuki, 
Buddhist Temple of San Diego, 
December 2003. Derek Shimizu 
is among the mochi pounders 
in the background 

MANZANAR PREMIERES NEW WEBSITE 
PRIOR TO APRIL 24 GRAND OPENING 

On February 19, Manzanar National Historic Site premiered a to
tally redesigned and expanded website at www.nps.gov/manz/ 
home.htm. The redesign project dramatically enhances Manzanar's 
presence on the World Wide Web, offering virtual visitors a compre
hensive site highlighting Manzanar's past, present, and future. In ad
dition to covering multiple eras of Manzanar's history, the site includes 
information on visit planning, events, site management, education pro
grams, volunteer opportunities, and natural and cultural resources. 

"The new website is an important part of our overall program and 
another step towards Manzanar being a fully operational unit of the 
National Park System," said Superintendent Frank Hays. "We launched 
the site on February 19 in recognition of the annual Day of Remem
brance. On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, giving the U.S. Army authority to remove over 
11 0,000 Japanese Americans and resident aliens from the West Coast." 

On Saturday, April 24, 2004, the park and the Japanese Ameri
can and local communities will celebrate a major milestone: the grand 
opening of the Interpretive Center and Park Headquarters in the 
adaptively restored Manzanar High School auditorium. The Interpre
tive Center will include 8,000 sq:Jare feet of exhibits, two small movie 
theaters, park offices, and a bookstore operated by the new Manzanar 
History Association. 

Events on April 24 begin with the 35th Annual Manzanar Pilgrim
age sponsored by the Manzanar Committee, a Los Angeles-based 
education group. The Pilgrimage event begins at 11 :00 a.m. at the 
Manzanar cemetery and will include a performance by taiko drummers, 



MANZANAR GRAND OPENING continued from previous page 

speeches, and an interfaith religious service. 
The NPS Grand Opening celebration begins at 1 :30 p.m. at the 

auditorium. The program will include remarks by dignitaries from the 
Japanese American community, the National Park Service, and politi
cal representatives, as well as a performance by Mary Nomura, the 
"Songbird of Manzanar." The hour-long ceremony will be followed by 
a performance of the Bishop Big Band performing popular music from 
the 1940s. Refreshments will be provided by the Lone Pine and Bishop 
Chambers of Commerce. 

On Friday, April 23, the Eastern California Museum and the Inde
pendence Chamber of Commerce will host a reception from 4:00p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. at the Eastern California Museum in Independence. 

Manzanar National Historic Site was established in 1992 to pro
vide for the protection and interpretation of the site's historical, cul
tural and natural resources. The site is located 6 miles south of 
Independence, 9 miles north of Lone Pine; approximately 230 miles 
northeast of Los Angeles, off U.S. Hwy 395. 

For further information, call (760) 878-2932 or 878-2194 or visit 
www.nps.gov/manz. (Source: NPS press release) 

WE GET LETTERS continued from p. 15 

Hello Everybody and Feliz Atio Nuevo! 
I hope you are all well and enjoying 2004. I have been so busy 

the past month that it seems as though time is speeding up. During 
my Christmas break, i hosted several San Diego visitors and played 
tour guide. Seven friends and a new baby visited me here in Panama, 
and it was so much fun taking them to my favorite places. 

My first visitor, Yvonne, arrived December 23, so it was great to 
not spend Christmas by myself even though I really missed spending 
the holiday with my Dad and Grandma .... Then, the TU/Lu/Passaretti 
group departed and Susie and Bruce arrived-and we joked and 
laughed our way through jungles, beaches and dolphin-encounters. 
I hadn't laughed so hard in a really long time! Then, the Cox family 
arrived .. . I loved being able to spend time with friends-! didn't go 
home for Christmas, HOME came to me! I am truly blessed to have 
such wonderful friends. Their visits also helped me to appreciate the 
tremendous beauty of Panama and the warmth of the Panamanians. I 
am really going to miss this country when I return to the U.S. 

Dear Professor Estes: 

Un abrazo desde Panama, 
Karen Kawasaki 

We have been using your video and teacher's guide as a teach
ing tool during our teaching sessions. During the past two years our 
student count for each year has been around 2,000. We find it as an 
excellent and timely teaching aid because of the present situation with 
the American Muslims and American Arabs. 

We wish to reorder six videos with the accompanying teachers 
guides of Democracy Under Pressure. 

Just recently Dr. Ruth Okimoto joined our committee as a con
sultant for the Jack Matsuoka project. She mentioned how supportive 
both you and Professor Susan Hasegawa were in the Poston Preser
vation project. Our best regards to you and Susan for a creative 2004. 

Please plan on visiting us during your next trip to Northern California. 
Sincerely, 
Ken lwagaki 
Japanese American Museum of San Jose 
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JOURNEY TO THE UNITED STATES: 
The Akiji Watanabe Story. Part VI 
by Fran Watanabe 
We continue the serialized story of pioneer San Diego Issei Akiji Watanabe, 
researched and written by his daughter, Frances Watanabe Wada of Seattle. 
We thank Fran for her permission to reproduce her father's story for our readers. 

During their early years in the United States, my parents lived 
primarily in Southern California. Most of those years were spent in 
San Diego and later in Chula Vista, south of San Diego. 

My parents first worked as domestics, preparing and serving 
meals and taking care of the households of wealthy families. They 
continued until they had saved enough money to go into a business of 
their own. 

In 1925, they bought the Star Cleaners and Dye Works, a laundry 
and dry cleaning business located at 1325 Market Street in San Di
ego. My mother attended Keister Sewing School and put the knowl
edge gained towards seamstress/alteration work at the cleaners. 

George Watanabe and son Arnold in front of Star Cleaning and Dye Works 

Although my father 's name was Akiji Watanabe, somewhere along 
the way he took the name "George." The first document that I have on 
which this name appears is on a property guarantee paper dated July 
1913. This name he used all through the rest of his life. 

As is the case with most immigrants of whatever nationality, my 
parents dreamed about living in a home of their own home. I believe 
they rented their first house at 151-19th Street in San Diego where my 
brother Arnold Kiyoshi was born. In 1926, they moved to a larger 
house at 1970 Irving Avenue, and this address was the site of my 
earliest childhood memories. Then in 1936, my family moved to Chula 
Vista just south of San Diego where we lived until we were forced to 
leave California in April1942. 

The Christian faith was important to my parents. They became 
active members of the First Japanese Congregational Church located 
a block from the cleaners at 431-13th Street in San Diego. Reverend 
Kenji Kikuchi was the minister and served as an officer or a deacon at 
the church. While I have no active recollections about attending Sun
day School there, I am quite certain my brother Arnold and I were 
weekly attendees, as my mother was one of the teachers. 

(JOURNEY continued on p. 18) 
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MY MOTHER'S GREAT ADVENTURE, Part IV 
by Sidney Shiroma 
This is the last of four parts about Sidney's Okinawa-born mother. A native of 
Oahu, Hawaii, Sidney is a publisher who now resides in Rancho Bernardo 
(www.birkdalepublishing.com). We thank him for his kind permission to serialize 
his mother's story here. 

My mother got a job as a maid and attended night school to learn 
English. I remember her telling me that she would stand in front of a 
mirror to practice pronouncing words in English until her jaw ached. 
Although she didn't have a thick Japanese accent, she was never en
tirely comfortable in English and except for looking through the news
paper to see what was on sale at the supermarket and clip coupons, 
most of her reading was in Japanese. 

In the years that I was away in college, my mother only wrote me 
two letters in English. I found out later from my sister that my mother 
agonized over these letters, frequently consulting my sister for help 
with grammar and vocabulary. 

When I began studying Japanese in college, my mother began 
writing to me in Japanese, taking care to use only kanji she thought 
1 would recognize. Growing up, she would often speak to us in Japa
nese though we would always answer in English. I don't know why I 
never tried to speak Japanese as a child, but that's pretty typical among 
Sansei children. Was it a subconscious attempt to carve out some 
personal space I wonder? A kind of linguistic treehouse. We were 
sent to Japanese language school after regular school, but it was un
derstood that this was just to keep us out of trouble. 

When I was 18 years of age, I left Hawaii to attend college on the 
mainland. When I told my mother I got into Princeton she smiled pleas
antly and said, "That's nice. " She didn't seem especially excited or 
surprised. In fact, I'm sure that in her heart she would have preferred 
that I attend the local community college. I knew she was proud that 
I went to Princeton, but not overly so. 

I didn't apply to any West coast schools. Many West coast schools 
had a large contingent of students from Hawaii. They even had Hawaii 
clubs. I didn't want to go to a school that had a Hawaii club. I wanted 
to be on my own . I wanted an adventure. I wanted to see snow. 
I wanted to pick an apple off the tree. I wanted to see if a person's 
tongue could really get stuck to a mailbox in freezing weather. I wanted 
to live among strange people who wore shoes inside the house and 
showered in the morning. 

But my adventure was a safe one. I could call home when I was 
lonely or have my parents send more money. I got regular care pack
ages, often filled with food I never really liked much when I was back 
home in Hawaii and although difficult to find in New Jersey, I found 
I didn't like any better. I brought a rice cooker which I occasionally 
also used to cook hot dogs or to heat up some rum for bananas flambe. 
I once almost set fire to the wooden bar which Skip, one of my room
mates, had built, when I overheated the oxidizing rum and it burst into 
an overly robust flame. In spite of the lingering smell of singed arm 
hairs, the rum-soaked bananas still tasted good over ice cream. 

I never thought that my mother could have had similar dreams 
when she was eighteen. I only now realize what a great adventure her 
life turned out to be. Her death-defying feat was not confronting a 
harsh, unforgiving wilderness or making peace with war-like savages, 
but living with a heart weakened by a childhood illness. She left home 
a sheltered girl of eighteen of uncertain health. She gambled that she 
could make a life for herself in a strange land. Her triumph was wit
nessed by an audience of four, a husband and three children. 

JOURNEY to the U S. continued tram p. 17 

No doubt due to my parents ' interest in education, many of their 
Caucasian friends were teachers or at least associated with schools. 
As part of my parents' interest in building friendship between the United 
States and Japan, in 1934 they organized a sightseeing tour to Japan 
for a group of San Diego educators. Arnold and I also went on this trip 
which left by ship from San Pedro and then to San Francisco before 
heading West toward Hawaii. There a Nisei teacher joined the tour group. 

It took two weeks to cross the Pacific. Landing in Yokohama, 
Japan, the group visited Tokyo, Kamakura, Kyoto, Nara, Osaka, Kobe, 
Hiroshima and Miyajima. From Miyajima, my father took the teach
ers on a side trip to Korea, Manchuria and China. During this time 
Arnold and I went with our mother to stay with my parents ' families 
in Nagano and Niigata Prefectures. Upon his return from China, my 
father rejoined the family for our trip back to San Diego. Unfortu
nately, I do not remember anything about this trip, except how sea
sick I was on board the ship. 

Next installment: Gakuen Days in Chula Vista 



DEAR MISS BREED 
by Rio Imamura 

Rio Imamura joined JAHSSD as a Charter Life Member during his 20-p/us year 
tenure beginning in 1973 as Corporate Secretary of Kyocera International in 
Kearny Mesa. Since his return to Japan in 1994, Rio has led a most active 
retirement of travel and community service, returning to the U.S. often where his 
children have chosen to live. Visit Rio's website, www.riosword.net. 

Her name was Miss Clara Breed. I came to know her from the 
board meetings of Officers of the U.S.-Japan Friendship Garden Soci
ety, a nonprofit organization that developed the Japanese Friendship 
Garden in Balboa Park, San Diego. I was delegated the honor to repre
sent my employer, one of the local major donors to the garden. 

Clara had been called in occasionally to substitute as Secretary 
when the regular Secretary was unable to attend. She was a graceful 
woman. I commended her on the quality of minutes she produced. 
That's the time before computers. She smiled and thanked me. 

In 1994, the year of my retirement, I returned to Japan with my 
wife, respecting my wife's preference to live in Japan. Our children 
live in the U.S., so we have made it a rule to visit the U.S. and our 
children and grandchild every year. On one of those visits, I read Clara's 
obituary in the local paper, which included her photograph. 

Clara worked for the San Diego Library her entire life. She be
came Chief Librarian and at retirement was honored with various 
awards from the City. To my great surprise, the paper reported that 
many Japanese Americans attended her funeral service. 

The story dates back to 1941, the attack on Pearl Harbor by the 
Japanese, and the beginning of World War II. Clara had met many 
Japanese-American children at the library. She was in charge of han
dling books at that time. She noted that these Japanese Americans 
were diligent children with good manners. She liked them very much. 

When these children were sent to the concentration camps, she 
asked them to write to her and she would send them books. The chil
dren thanked her for the books, adding notes about their camp lives, 
hardships, problems, and anxieties for the future. Their letters were 
rather like an American version of the Diary of Anne Frank. 

Clara answered every letter she received and tried to coordi
nate between the libraries close to the camp sites. She wrote to the 
State Department to reconsider the treatment of Japanese Ameri
cans in the camps. She tried hard to get visitation to the camp sites 
to see "her" children. She was a person with an iron will who turned 
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her ideas into action! 
It occurred to me that there was most likely one of Clara's chil

dren among the Officers of the Japanese Friendship Garden. I phoned 
around and found Beth, wife of a Japanese-American landscape ar
chitect. Beth was eight years old when the War broke out and she, 
along with her sister, corresponded with Clara. Beth's family lived in 
the Santa Anita Horse Racing stables until they were relocated to 
Poston, Arizona. 

Beth introduced me to Ted, the eldest boy among the captive chil
dren [in her family) . Ted, 16 years at the start of the War, had enlisted 
in the Nisei Troops* from the camp. He was saddened at Clara's death. 
He said he owed her a great debt of gratitude for the many things she 
did. Ted and others helped to classify the [Clara Breed] letters and 
sent them to the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles. 

In the summer of 2002, I visited the newly-built Japanese Ameri
can National Museum in Little Tokyo, downtown Los Angeles. I found 
Clara's photo in the Who's Who information, together with sample 
letters to Clara from the children in the camps. Visitors have access to 
typewritten letter files upon request. It probably takes more than an 
hour to review them all ; it is a thick file. 

I would like to introduce a sample: 

Dear Miss Breed, 

Thank you for sending William Saroyan's Human Comedy. 
I'm glad you liked the doll I handmade for you . . . 
Two things I can't take in Poston. The sand storms and the 
heat! Many people here have rashes to treat .. . 
The other night I had a dream. I had permission to go back to 
San Diego. The moment I got out at the station, I was in a 
candy store . . . You are standing behind me. I bought 5 pounds 
of chocolate . . . and I was asking you . .. Would it melt before 
I could go back to my house? 

* Despite the bitter experience of internment, almost all the Japanese 
in America expressed only a desire to prove their loyalty. Moreover, 
8,000 Nisei-children born in the United States of Japanese 
parentage-enlisted in the armed forces, such as the infantry of the 
much-decorated 442nd Regimental Combat Team. In all, 8,000 
Japanese Americans joined the armed services despite the loss of 
their civil liberties at home. The 442nd Combat Team received citations 
for bravery in 1944. 

DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE 
Video and Teacher's Guide 

Democracy Under Pressure: Japanese Americans and World War II tells what happened to 2,000 people of Japanese descent living in San 
Diego after the outbreak of World War II. U.S. citizens and resident aliens alike were given a few days to dispose of their businesses and property and 
removed en masse from San Diego County. Law-abiding families spent the duration of the War behind barbed wire in concentration camps hastily built 
in desolate desert areas. Returning to San Diego after the war to rebuild their lives meant additional hardship. 

This story of the removal and incarceration of San Diegans of Japanese descent was previously untold. JAHSSD made the 26-minute documentary for 
local students of Amertcan history .. . and for those still unaware of this period during which Constitutional rights were ignored by otherwise reasonable 
men, and the lives of innocent people were forever altered. 

Told by two native San Diegans who lived through the ordeal as young students, Democracy Under Pressure is a powerful and moving 
educational tool and would make a thoughtful gift to a favorite teacher, friend, or grandchild. A curriculum guide with study materials/lesson plans is also 
available for classroom use. 

In 2000, JAHSSD distributed free videos and guides to all public and private secondary schools and colleges in San Diego and Imperial 
Counties. The video is also in circulation in the San Diego Public Library system. See it; share it. Order form is on Page 23. 
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SNAPSHOTS from the 2003 NIKKEl FILMFEST 

~Page 20, clockwise from upper left: 
M. C Steve Sa to welcomes audience members; 
Jari Osborne and Dean Yamada introducing 
their films; Ticket taker Christopher Pierson 
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J A H S S D M EM BE R S H I P (as of February 2004) 

LIFE MEMBERS 
George & Toshiko Asakawa --} Masato & Dorothy L. Asakawa --} Moto & Florence Asakawa --} Patricia Asakawa --} Robert W. & Hisae S. 
Batchelder --} John & Agnes Benson --} Elaine Bowers --} Jessie Burrows --} Jeanne K. Elyea --} Donald & Carol Estes --} Frank & Suye 
Fujikawa --} Yeaji & Midori Fujino --} George Jr. & Gail Furuya --} Susan Hasegawa --} John & Tsune Hashiguchi --} Marilyn Himaka --} 
Michio & Naomi M. Himaka --}Maya Honda & Wayne O'Neil --} Stan Honda & Ann Levin --} Emiko Hoshi --} Isen Iguchi --} Ned Iguchi --} 
Rio Imamura --} Betty Inahara --} Michael S. & Mary L. Inoue --} LillianKaihatsu --} Paul T. & Amy Kaneyuki --} Richard Karasawa --} 
Thomas M. & Yaye Karasawa --} Sumiyo & Frank Kastelic --} David H. & Carol Kawamoto {'- Yukio & Mitsuko Kawamoto {'- Misao 
Kawasaki {'- Trace & Mildred Kawasaki {'- Jeffrey T. Kida {'- Michiyo Kira {'- Philip M. Klauber {'- Ken & Debra Kodama {'- Midori Koga 
{'-Terry & Hisako Koike {'- Takashi Kondo {'-Rhoda E. Kruse {'- June Kushino --}Thomas T. Minarnide--} Gwen Momita & Duane R. 
Siefers {'-Lee T. & Susan Moribe {'- Hatsune Mukai{'- Norris S. Nagao{'- Hiomi & MarieS. Nakamura{'- Ken Nishi{'- Dorothy T. Otsuka 
{'- Aiko Owashi {-Aileen Oya {'-Margaret Iwanaga Penrose{'- Randall Phillips (Honorary Member){'- Min Sakamoto & Mary Takasaki {
Steve Sato --} Ben & Grace Segawa {'- Randall Segawa {'- Emi Shimizu {'- Elsie Sogo {'- Irene S. Sterns --} Katsumi J. Takashima --} Wayne 
Takasugi &'fheresa Friedrich{'- Ichiro & MitziTakehara {'-Yo Takehara {'-Hiroshi & Emiko (Yato) Takusagawa--} Francis I. Tanaka{
Mary Taruulki {'-Bill & Joyce Teague{'- Teresa (Terry)Thomas {'-Wendy Thornton{'- Motoo & Angie Tsuneyoshi {'-Raymond Uyeda--} 
Magotsugu K. & Masako K. Uyeji {'- Saburo Uyeji {'- William R. Vetter {'- Ruth U. Voorhies {'- Frank & Jean Wada --}Arnold K. Watanabe 

--} Tom & Sumi Yanagihara --} Joe Yoshioka --} 

ANNUAL MEMBERS 
Toshio & Mary Abe {'- Isamu E. (Ed) & Michi Akamatsu {'- Bruce & Sharon Asakawa --}Tim Asamen {'- Hiroaki & Gayle Asano {'- Lisa 
Asano --} Frank & Jean Boyd -<} Sharon Bristow --} Robert A. Jr. &: Teruko I. Brown --} Ann Tsuchiyama Carlin --} Rosalynn Carmen --} 
Joseph & Noriko Correia --} Nancy K. Cowser --} John: & Jill Darnrose --} Tsutomu & Rosie S. Date --} Norma Nomura DeSaegher --} Mary 
Doi --}Jeanette M. Dutton --} Michiko Eguchi --} Asa & Jaime Enochs --}Joseph & Florence Enomoto --} Matthew T. Estes --} P. Kumao Estes 
--} Dell Farnham --} David Fujikawa & Yuri Kaneda --} Ruth Fujimoto --} Kimie Fukamizu --} Tak & Ruth Fukuchi --} Sue S. Gerrish --} 
Thomas T. & June Hamada --} Cynthia Hanna --}Edythe Harada --} KarenHart --}Hasegawa Genenil Store --} Taye Hashiguchi --} Yoko 
(Mayeda) Hashima {'- Rev. Akira Rata -¢> Elizabeth Hatashita {'- Art & Judy Hibi --} Don Choji Hibi {'- Holly & Ronald M. Ridinger {'- Osao 
& Setsuko Himaka --} Tetsuo & Sasako Himaka --} Todd Himaka --} Ty & Michele Hoffman {'- Nathan Hom --} Harry K. & Misako M. Honda 
--} Masarni Honda --} Miki I:Ionda --} Ralph & Avis Honda --} Grace Igasaki --} Louise Iguchi --} Mary Iguchi --} Kenji & Carol Ii --} Miyoshi 
& Emi Ikeda {'- Chiz A. Imoto --} Jeanne Inouye --} Yas & Sumi Imamura Ishida {'- Iwao & Mary K. Ishino --} Chikaye Mary Itarni {'- Rose 
N. & Harvey A. Itano -¢>- Hiroko Ito {'- Martin Lloyd & Emiko Ito ~ Robert & Edna Ito --} Kinji Iwasaki {'- Dick Jensen {'- Sakiko Kada {
Tim & Junko Kajita {'- Gale E. Kaneshiro --} Kimie Kaneyuki {'- Jeanie Kashima {'- Eileen Katayama {'-Fred N. & Mary Jane Katsumata --} 
Debra Kawahara & Neil Nagata {'- Sakie Kawahara{'- Yoshito & Marleen Kawahara--} Jon & Carrie A. Ware Kawamoto --} Kiku Kawamoto 
--} Umeko Kawamoto {'- Karen Kawasaki {'- Toshiko Kawasaki --} Larry Kida --} Frank .& Tarni Kinoshita {'- Kiyoko Kitagawa {'- Ben 
Kitahata {'- Eiji Kiya {'-Guy & Toshi Kiyoi {'- Kenneth & Katherine Koba {'- Saburo Kodama --} Kay Yamamoto {'- Helen Kodani --} Kikuye 
Koga--} Frank .& Janet Koide--} S. S. & Nori I. Komorita .{'- Michi Matsumoto Kondo :<¢>-Don& Hanako Konishi--} Tsuneko Jym Koyama 
--} Tomiko Kozuma--} Roy Y. Kubo -¢>Hiroshi Kubota{'- Harold A. & Kuniko Kuhn--} Kathleen & Robert Lui--} Nancy Martinez{'- Mary 
Marumoto {'- Shizue Maruyama --} George & Chiyoko Masumoto {'- Glen & Roslyn Masumoto --} Jodi Masumoto -¢> Masako Matsubara -¢> 
James S. Matsumoto --} Ken & Akiko N. Matsumoto {'- Kiyo Matsumoto --} Yoshio Matsumoto --} Ray Kuniteru & Theresa Imiko Mayeda 
--} Takashi Mayumi --} Linda McLemore {'- Ken & Judy Miyamoto --}Audrey Mizokarni --} Joe & Terry Mizufuka {'- Tomi Morimoto {'- Sud 
(Ruth) Morishita --} Chieko L. Moriyama --} Henry Mukai {'- Roy & Aiko Muraoka --} Takenori Muraoka {'- Fred F. & Ritsu Nabeta {'- Fred 
M. Nabeta {'- Chiyo Nakagawa --} Sumio & Fumiko Nakamoto {'- lsamu & Pauline Nakamura --} Kiyoshi Nakamura {'- Fred Y. Nakatani {
Doreen Y. Nakatsu --} Kathy Nakayama --} Richard & Susan Namba {'- Glenn: & Keiko Negoro --} Terry & Sachiko Nishida --} Kuniko 
Nishimura--} Oliver & Michi (Ishimoto) Nishimura--} Emiko Obayashi--} Hideo & Kiyoko Ochi {'-Janet Ochi-Fontanott--} Shirley Ochi
Watson {'- Charles S. & June A. Ogino --} Jean Okazaki --} Ruth Y. Okimoto & Marvin Lipofsky --} Michael Okuma --} Michiko Okuma --} 
Ford & Terri Omori --} Shirley Omori --} Earl Osaki --} Chiyoko Oshima --} Shig Oto --}Tom H. & Elizabeth A. Ozaki --} Christina Pierson --} 
Kazuko H. Pintang -¢> Steven C. Ralph --} Janet Roberts --} Chieko E. Saito --} Jiro Saito --} Jay & Mari Sato --} Kenji & Satoko Sato --} 
Susumu & Tarni Matsumoto Satow {'- Grace & Hiro Sawasaki --}Taka & Beverly Sawasaki --} Janice Schell --} Eric Segawa--} Mike & Mary 
Segawa --} Grace Seki --} George & Sakiko Sekiguchi --} Masako Shima --} Hideko Shimasaki --} Laura Shimasaki --} Robin T. Shimasaki --} 
Fusa Shimizu --} Chizuko Shinzaki -¢> George K. & Karen Shinzaki --} Fumi Kawahara Spivey --} Pam Springer --} Yukiko Sugiyama --} 
E. Liz Suhama--} Kimiye Tachiki--} Les & Allyne Tachiki --}James M. & June F. Tajiri --} Shinkichi Tajiri --} Fudo Takagi --}Howard & Hesa 
Takahashi {'- Kikuo & Beni Takahashi --} Sophia Takeda --} Chie Roxanne Takehara --} Joe Takehara --} A. Arthur & Kazumi Kay Takemoto 
--} John S. & Kiyo Takemoto --} Jane Takeshita --} Pat Takeshita --} Yoto Takeshita --} Mitsue Tanaka --}Tyler & Peggy Tanaka {'- Karen Tani 
--} Connie I. Taniguchi --} Mitsuo Tomita {'- Steve & Aki Tomiyama --} Masaharu Tsuida --} Masayoshi & Grace Tsuida --} Azusa & Haruko 
Tsuneyoshi--} Peggy Tsurudome {'- Sumako Sue Tsushima-¢> Machi Uchida{'- Kiyo Uda--} Tom & Taeko Udo {'-Helen Umekubo--} James 
& Helen Urata -¢> Kenneth Uyeda -¢> Christy G. Vikander -¢> Tad & Fran Wada --} George & Betty Wakiji --} Takeko Wakiji -¢> Rose Y. 
Watamura--} Shizu Watanabe-¢> Harry & Cleo Hirai Yabu-¢> Chiyeko Yagi-¢> Sheila Yagura-¢> Henry & Mary T. Yamada--} Joe & Elizabeth 
Yamada--} Sam Yamaguchi --} Aya (Hosaka) Yamakoshi --} Kay Yamamoto--} Mary Yamamoto -¢> Mitsuye Yamamoto -¢> Sachio & Irene 
Yamamoto -¢>Eunice Yamane-¢> Florence Yamashita-¢> Shig & June Yamashita-¢> James & Yuri Yamate--} Jim & Patsy Yanagihara 

-¢>Alice Yano -¢> Kenichi Yokogawa -¢> Roy S. & Susan Yonekura -¢> June Yoshioka -¢> Vernon T. & Shinobu Yoshioka --} Saari Yusa -¢> 
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Japanese American Historical Society of San Diego 
2004 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(A year's membership includes 4 issues of FOOTPRINTS newsletter) 

0 New 0 Renewal 0 Gift 
0 $20 Individual 0 $200 Life Member - Individual 

0 $30 Couple 0 $300 Life Member - Couple 

0 $15 Senior (age 62 and over)- Individual 0 $100 Corporate- Annual 

0 $25 Senior - Couple 0 $500 Corporate - Life 

0 $15 Student 

This is a gift from: 
Name (include title, e.g., Mr., Mrs.) 

Name (include title, e.g., Mr., Mrs.) Name 

Address Phone 
Mail form and check to: 

City, State, Zip Naomi Himaka, Membership 
JAHSSD 

Phone E-mail P.O. Box 620988 
San Diego, CA 92162-0988 

~- --- ------~- ----- --- -~- - - --- ----~- --- - -----~ ----- - ----~ -- - ---- ----

Advertisement Order Form 

Business Name 

Contact Person 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

CHECK ONE: 0 Full page (4 times) $100 

0 Half page (4 times) $80 

Phone E-mail 

0 Quarter page (4 times) $45 

0 Individual section (4 times) $30 

Four times means four consecutive issues. Advance payment required. Please attach camera-ready ad or your 
business card (for individual section). Design assistance available. Make check payable to JAHSSD and mail 
to: Footprints Ads, P.O. Box 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988. JAHSSD thanks you for your kind support! 

- -- --- - - -- ~- -- - - - - - --~- -- - ----- -~- - -- - - - -- -~- ---- -- - --~ - - -- -- - ---~ -- -- -- -----

DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE VIDEO & TEACHER'S GUIDE ORDER FORM 

Please send me: __ Democracy Under Pressure: Japanese Americans and World War //video(s) at the suggested donation of: 

0 $1 S (!AHSSD member/ or 0 $20 /nonmember/ + $5 shipping = __ _ 

__ Teacher Curriculum Guide(s) at the suggested donation of: 

0 $ I 0 //AHSSD member/ or 0 $ I S /nonmember/ + $5 shipping = __ _ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED = __ _ 

Name Address City I State I Zip 

* Make checks payable to JAHSSD and mail to: JAHSSD Video, P.O. Box 620988, San Diego, CA 92162-0988 



ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAl D 
CHULA VISTA, CA 
PERMIT NO. 126 

RIO IMAMURA AND RANDALL 
PHILLIPS, 1995 

See We Get Letters, p. 15 
and Dear Miss Breed, p. 19 

HARRY KOWASE, circa 1943 

See 442 Uniform Donated, p. 6 




