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MISSION VALLEY MEMORIES continued from previous page 

Short!Y after that my mother passed away. She was so 
very young but unfortunate!Y medical science was not as it 
is today and there was nothing that could be done for can­
cer patients. With the loss ofour mother. nihon gakko soon 
became a thing of the past. We were also very young and it 
was very lone!Y without our mother. We still went, however, 
to see the old silent Japanese movies held at the Temple 
where a man sat next to the projector and recited the roles 
of all the characters both male and female into the micro­
phone. Some of the old samurai movies (chambara) were 
very enjoyable though at times rather bloody. To this day. 
my children often wonder why I enjoy the chambaras so 
much. They often complain about the blood and gore. 

Since many of the farm families did not have transpor­
tation nor time to attend services at the Buddhist Temple, 
once a month the ministers would go to different homes 
and conduct communi!)' services. This practice began some­
time in .1924 and was appreciated by members of the farm­
ingcommuni!)'. The services were also a way of socialization 
for the rural communi!)'. The host fami!Y alternated each 
month since they also provided refreshments as well as space 
for the gathering. Kimie (Kay) Fukamizu remembered Rev. 
(Guzei] Nishii, but could not recall any other minister's name. 

Rev. Nishii (left), year unknown 

A Flood Meant Hardship 
There were some very scary times, along with the good 

and bad. One of the worst occurred during a heary rain­
storm that caused the San Diego River to overflow and flood 
part of our farm. The river (actual!Y two large channels) rose 
up to what is now the Mission Gorge Road and back so 

close to our home that we had to evacuate the farm and stay 
with neighbors and friends. Fortunate!>' for the Yamadas and 
others. they lived further back and did not have to leave 
their homes. During the flood. no one could get across the 
river to take produce to the markets. go to school, buy gro­
ceries or get medical care if the need arose. 

Flood time in Mission Vallt:y. 194/ 

Fortunate!>' the Summers lived just above us closer to the 
mountain. They operated a dairy farm and provided some of 
the supplies necessary toward building a bridge as well as 
helped plan and complete the work. Bamboo grew along the 
riverbanks and the larger and thicker bamboo was used for 
the frame. The "men" (most of them boys. the oldest being 
my brother Toki. who wa,s a teenager) got together in the rain 
and somehow built a bridge across the swirling river even 
though there were places where the water rose above the 
heads of the boys. Granted it was not a fangr bridge and 
although it would sway in places. it was strong enough for all 
of us to walk across, with yes. even railings to hold on to. It 
was a joint venture with all who lived "across" the river. 

Some of the young people even tried to travel across 
the back mountains to get to school. That was a long and 
dangerous trek since there were coyotes and rattlesnakes 
along with the mud and slush. Generai!Y. one attempt was 
usuai!Y enough to discourage any further travel across the 
mountains. When the water receded enough for travel, we 
crossed the river riding on a wagon pulled by a plow horse. 

Mr. Daley Solves a Problem 
Further to the west at what is now Murphy Canyon 

and Route 15, the turbulent flooding was wild and wide, 
Continued on page 18 



Above: Matsue Yamada. 1938 
Below: Ito Fami!Y f?y the Buddhist Temple, year unknown 

Yano. age 12 or 13 
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Unidentified 
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marooning residents from civilization. Helping the flood 
victims should have been a Couno/ project. However. since 
no help was coming. George R. Daley of the Daley Sand 
Plant and Road Construction fami!Y (former!Y on Ward Road 
and Route #I and now with plants in Poway. Escondido 
and Otay) built transportation to cross the waters using a 
pulley and harness strap. He used his own eQJ.Jipment and 
his employees for the labor. He also owned much of the 
propero/ in that area and rented or leased farmland to 
several tenants. one of whom was the Torios. But what a 
harrowing experience that must have been crossing with 
one's arms full of groceries above the roiling waters! 

Kay Fukamizu contributed a very old picture showing 
a person being transported across the precarious waters. 
Unfortunate!>'. we do not know the name of the individual, 
so if anyone recognizes him, please let us know. 

Getting across Ward St. in Murpf?Y Caf!Yon, circa 1934 

Around that time. the Couno/ started the Friars Road 
Extension project. Friars Road stopped at Ward Road (now 
l-IS) and a WPA project was activated to extend the road 
to Grantville Road (now Mission Gorge Road). Kay 
Fukamizu tells of watching the workers standing in rows 
shoulder-to-shoulder wielding picks and shovels while 
dump trucks carted the unearthed soil away. They did not 
have tractors or other eQJ.Jipment. on!Y picks and shovels. 
Since it was a WPA project, the theory must have been to 
use more manpower to keep the maximum number of men 
employed. They were paid on!Y several dollars a day. It 
was sti II a part of the Depression years and men took what­
ever work was available. The project took many months to 
complete but kept many men employed. 

Mission Valley Reunion 
On M'!}' 22, 1994, Helen Smith Heath of the Ferrari fami!Y 

organized a reunion picnic for Mission Valley old-timers at 
Admiral Baker Park. It was incredible meeting people I hadn't 
seen since the fourth grade! The Bridens, the Ferraris, the 
Gugliemettis, the Ricards, the Rossis, the Orrs, the Rodriguezs 

and oh so many morel Tom and Aya (Yamada) Segawa, Hideo 
and Ch!)'eko (Ak!)'ama) Sug!)'ama, Hidetoshi Ak!)'ama and his 
wife, Kay (Torio) Fukamizu, Toki and Beto/ Yano. Tad and 
Tamako Yano. Bette (George) Torio, Dorothy (Yano) 
Matsumoto, Harold and Doris Matsumoto (not prewar) were 
all there. Many others could not make it and they reai!Y missed 
out on a great reunion! It was all so very nostalgic even if we 
couldn't recognize some faces any longer. Thank goodness 
for name tags! Sad!Y. there were on!Y two reunions. With so 
maf!Y people passing away or being too ill to attend, organiz­
ing a gathering was no longer an option. 

A Way of Life Passes 
Last year, I heard that Mrs. Takeo Kubo passed away at 

98 years of age. I believe she was the last of the original 
Issei who settled so long ago in Mission Valley. Most of 
the original families returned to San Diego from Poston 
Relocation Camp while others sought new beginnings in 
other areas. So. many have passed on and there certain!>' 
will never again be a farming communio/ as we had then. 
I know that there are maf!Y interesting stories about Mis­
sion Valley. Families that lived there up to the evacuation 
in 1942 saw many changes; wouldn't it be great to have 
them share their experiences? 

Mrs. Kimie (Kay) Fukamizu remembered many names 
of families who lived in Mission Valley prior to 1930. Names 
like the ltamis (Sam and his sisters), Otsukas (Katsuk!)'o). 
Morimotos (Sam). Hosakas (Taira). Fujimoto-Nogawas, the 
Segawas (Frank). the H~mas and the Oginos. Toward 
Morena Blvd. lived the Asakawas (Moto), Morikawas and 
the Tanis. 

I am sure that names were missed, and for that I would 
like to apologize. Highway 8 was then Route #I, with cow 
pastures, dairies. farmlands and open fields. It is difficult 
to realize that where once were farms operated by the 
Nakagawas, the Sum!}'oshis, the Torios and others is now 
the Mission Valley Mall. hotels, a golf course, other shop­
ping malls. small businesses. eateries. car lots and movie 
theatres! Who would have ever imagined the fantastic 
change in the landscape! 
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