















































Above: Yamada Family tractor, year unknown
Below: Akiyama Family, year unknown

Above: Matsue Yarﬁada, 1938
Below: Ito Family by the Buddhist Temple, year unknown
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MISSION VALLEY MEMORIES continued from page 16

marooning residents from civilization. Helping the flood
victims should have been a County project. However, since
no help was coming, George R. Daley of the Daley Sand
Plant and Road Construction family (formerly on Ward Road
and Route #1 and now with plants in Poway, Escondido
and Otay) built transportation to cross the waters using a
pulley and harness strap. He used his own equipment and
his employees for the labor. He also owned much of the
property in that area and rented or leased farmland to
several tenants, one of whom was the Torios. But what a
harrowing experience that must have been crossing with
one’s arms full of groceries above the roiling waters!

Kay Fukamizu contributed a very old picture showing
a person being transported across the precarious waters.
Unfortunately, we do not know the name of the individual,
so if anyone recognizes him, please let us know.

Getting across Ward St. in Murphy Canyon, circa 1934

Around that time, the County started the Friars Road
Extension project. Friars Road stopped at Ward Road (now
I-15) and a WPA project was activated to extend the road
to Grantville Road (now Mission Gorge Road). Kay
Fukamizu tells of watching the workers standing in rows
shoulder-to-shoulder wielding picks and shovels while
dump trucks carted the unearthed soil away. They did not
have tractors or other equipment, only picks and shovels.
Since it was a WPA project, the theory must have been to
use more manpower to keep the maximum number of men
employed. They were paid only several dollars a day. It
was still a part of the Depression years and men took what-
ever work was available. The project took many months to
complete but kept many men employed.

Mission Valley Reunion

On May 22, 1994, Helen Smith Heath of the Ferrari family
organized a reunion picnic for Mission Valley old-timers at
Admiral Baker Park. It was incredible meeting people I hadn't
seen since the fourth grade! The Bridens, the Ferraris, the
Gugliemettis, the Ricards, the Rossis, the Orrs, the Rodriguezs

and oh so many more! Tom and Aya (Yamada) Segawa, Hideo
and Chiyeko (Akiyama) Sugiyama, Hidetoshi Akiyama and his
wife, Kay (Torio) Fukamizu, Toki and Betty Yano, Tad and
Tamako Yano, Bette (George) Torio, Dorothy (Yano)
Matsumoto, Harold and Doris Matsumoto (not prewar) were
all there. Many others could not make it and they really missed
out on a great reunion! It was all so very nostalgic even if we
couldn’t recognize some faces any longer. Thank goodness
for name tags! Sadly, there were only two reunions. With so
many people passing away or being too ill to attend, organiz-
ing a gathering was no longer an option.

A Way of Life Passes

Last year, | heard that Mrs. Takeo Kubo passed away at
98 years of age. | believe she was the last of the original
Issei who settled so long ago in Mission Valley. Most of
the original families returned to San Diego from Poston
Relocation Camp while others sought new beginnings in
other areas. So many have passed on and there certainly
will never again be a farming community as we had then.
I know that there are many interesting stories about Mis-
sion Valley. Families that lived there up to the evacuation
in 1942 saw many changes; wouldn't it be great to have
them share their experiences?

Mrs. Kimie (Kay) Fukamizu remembered many names
of families who lived in Mission Valley prior to 1930. Names
like the Itamis (Sam and his sisters), Otsukas (Katsukiyo),
Morimotos (Sam), Hosakas (Taira), Fujimoto-Nogawas, the
Segawas (Frank), the Hiyamas and the Oginos. Toward
Morena Bivd. lived the Asakawas (Moto), Morikawas and
the Tanis.

I am sure that names were missed, and for that I would
like to apologize. Highway 8 was then Route #1, with cow
pastures, dairies, farmlands and open fields. It is difficult
to realize that where once were farms operated by the
Nakagawas, the Sumiyoshis, the Torios and others is now
the Mission Valley Mall, hotels, a golf course, other shop-
ping malls, small businesses, eateries, car lots and movie
theatres! Who would have ever imagined the fantastic
change in the landscape!
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