















































We Get Letters continued from page 7
To JAHSSD,

Really enjoy the newsletter as I'm homebound
with my husband and it does keep me in touch.

Tami Matsumoto Satow

Dear Mrs. Elyea,

I would like to thank the board and members of
the Japanese American Historical Society of San
Diego for honoring me with a Kansha Award at your
annual meeting. There are many deserving members
of the Japanese community, and I am profoundly
touched by being included with them. My family and
I enjoyed the exhibit of Mr. Shima’s art work and
your special guest speaker, Ms. Darcy Iki.

Again thank you for including me in such a
distinguished group with Mr. Ben Honda, Mr. Fred
Katsumata, and Mr. Jimmy Takashima.

Sincerely,
Agnes Benson

Dear Ms. Elyea:

It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter to
advise you of my retirement at the end of September
from Union Bank of California after 45 years of work
in the Bank of Tokyo Group. I have spent much time,
over 30 years, working outside of Japan, both in the
Americas and Europe. But , of course, I count nearly
17 years in California as most enjoyable!

As 1 enter this new chapter of my life, I look
forward to having more time with family and friends,
as well as discovering new books to read and places to
visit.

On my journey back to Japan, I will carry many
wonderful memories with me. I wish to take this
opportunity to express my appreciation to many
friends who have contributed to these memories
throughout the years.

My colleague, Mr. Tomihiro Wada, has
already been appointed as the manager of Japanese
Corporate Department in San Diego to succeed that
part of my job in Union Bank of California. I would
appreciate it very much if you would extend him the
same support and friendship that you have given me.

With best wishes for your happiness and success.

Sincerely yours,

Takashi Kondo
Senior Vice President

Hi Don:

Congratulations on the wonderful event and thank
you very much for inviting me to participate. I had a
great time seeing everyone again and visiting and
meeting new people. The Kansha Awards were very
touching and inspiring. Thank you for the honorarium.
I really appreciate it.

Thanks again for everything.
Aloha,

Darcie (Iki)
Japanese American National Museum

Dear Editors: ‘

I enjoyed reading the Footprints fall issue 2001.

I grew up on a farm in Otay, California and Jimmy
Takashima, Kansha Awardee, was one of our
neighbors. His family farm was about two miles east
of ours. I recall that Jimmy’s brother, Tots, operated a
trucking business and would transport our tomatoes to
Los Angeles.

Your write-up on Ben Honda, another Kansha
Awardee, was well-written. His accomplishments and
contributions to the Japanese community were
impressive. I used to see Ben at the annual Kagoshima
Prefecture Association picnics held at Imperial Beach.

The article entitled, “Windows in Time,
Photographs From the Archive of the JAHSSD” by
Don Estes on page 4 of Footprints caught my eye
because the name of the photographer, “M.
Shimotsusa” was my uncle. His photo studio was
located at 538 Fifth Street in San Diego, California.

My uncle studied photography in London and Paris
for approximately two years. He left San Diego about
1928 and then established a phoio studio in Tokyo near
the American embassy. Masashi Shimotsusa
became a well-known photographer and won numerous
international photographic awards. When I was
stationed overseas at Tachikawa Air Base (near
Tokyo), I visited my uncle and recall that his studio
displayed photographs of Japanese movie stars,
Admiral Heihachiro Togo, Admiral Gombei
Yamamoto, members of the Imperial family and
political and business leaders.

I look forward to reading the Footprints. I believe
you are doing a great job.

Sincerely,

Ray Kuni Mayeda
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Chaanko-Nabe continued from page 6

geese, the friendly and familiar faces, and even the
circular path we tread round and around -- contributes
to a feeling of continuity, community and comfort.
With the uncertainty of each new day, the walk
somehow reassures me we can all handle tomorrow
step by measured step.

~

Transit Pres./GM Ron Yagura to

Retire After 27 Years of Service

San Diego Transit Corp. bus system President and
General Manager Ron Yagura announced his
retirement effective in February after 27 years with the
firm.

Ron, 55, the son of Mary Yagura and the late
Iwao Yagura, has served as transit bus system
president and general manager since 1993.

He will be succeeded by Langley Powell.

Congratulations on your retirement, Ron. Enjoy it.
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College Honors Prof. Mari Taniguchi

Former San Diegan Mari Taniguchi received an
honorary - Master  of Arts degree from Lawrence
University in Appleton, WS., after a 40-year teaching
career there.

She was one of four retiring professors honored
during the university commencement exercises last
June and at a special alumni reception during reunion
weekend.

Mari is the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs.
T. Taniguchi and sister of the late Take
Taniguchi.

A university magazine, Lawrence Today, says
Ms. Taniguchi, a professor emerita of music, retired
from active teaching in September 2000 but continues
to maintain a vocal studio in the university
conservatory.

“She joined the Lawrence faculty in 1961,
teaching voice and vocal literature,” the article states.
“She earned her bachelor’s degree in voice and piano,
a master’s degree in music literature and an Artist’s
Diploma at the Eastman School of Music and also
studied at the Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory in Milan,
Italy, as a Fulbright Fellow.

“She made her operatic debut in the title role of
Madame Butterfly with the Turin Opera Company and
subsequently performed at leading opera houses
throughout Italy and Switzerland. A long-time
conductor of the Lawrence concert choir and the
Downer Women’s Chorus, Prof. Taniguchi has made
frequent appearances with the Green Bay and Fox

Valley Symphonies.

“Many of her voice students have gone on to successful
musical careers, including baritone Dale Duesing,
who performs regularly at the worlds leading opera
houses and who earned a Grammy Award in 1993, and
Mark Uhlemann, winner of the prestigious New
York Metropolitan Opera National Council auditions in
1997.”

(Editor’s Note: I thank Jay and Mari Sato for
forwarding the magazine article to us for use
in our newsletter. We appreciate it very
much. We encourage others who may come
across articles pertaining to former San
Diegans to send them to us. Mari Sato is a
former student of Milwaukee-Downer, which
merged with Lawrence College to become
Lawrence University.)

TAKENORI MURAOKA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

TELEPHONE
(619) 233-6434

1901 FIRST AVE., SECOND FLOOR
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

e

May 2002 bring one
and all much happiness,
good health and
prosperity throughout
the year!

Mich, Naomi, Keith and
Daniel Himaka
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Seasons Greeting
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s We wish you every happiness, good fortune and, ’,:S)
most of all, a healthy and fruitful millennium. =¥
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In memory of our father, grandpa, great-grandpa, .
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Bill, Jeanne, William, John and Michael Elyea
Les, Allyne, Melinda, Wende
and Justine Tachiki
Linda and Roger Mc Lemore
Joyce, Tom, Tanya, Jimmy, Amy
and Nathaniel Kelly
Steven, Andrew and Mathew Marumoto
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We wish all our friends 4

happy holiday season. health and

happiness
in this holiday
season and the
coming year.

Please keep healthy!
John and Tsune Hashiguchi

Yuki and Mits
Kawamoto

Our very best
wishes to

Happy Holidays!

_ all in 2002

Bob and Hisae
Batchelder Nobue Nishi
Ken & Alice

¥ Matsumoto Family




As we enfer rhe Vear of the Dorse
the E€sfes family fakes fbis opporfunify fo wish
you all
Dealth, bPappiness and LProsperity.

Please remember always,

Prinjo ni kokkyo nashHr

Chrere are no boundries fo Ffimnoness

Carol, Don, (Dafthew, and Rumao
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Japanese American
Higtorical Socicty of San Dicgo

THE JAPANESE AMERICAN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF |
SAN DIEGO

Thanks Each of You for Your Ongoing
Support of Our Continuing Mission

to

Preserve Our Past,
Educate the Present
and

Secure Our Future

MAY YOU ALL ENJOY A
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR




Japanese AMeEricaN HisToricaL Sociery oF San Dieco
2002 MeMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(INCLUDES FOOTPRINTS NEWSLETTER)

Initial Application [ Renewal Application U
O $20 Individual
I $30 couple Name (please include title,e.g.,Mr.,Mrs. etc.)
0 $15 Senior(over 62 years of age) Name (please include title,e.g.,Mr.,Mrs. etc.)
[J $25 Senior (Couple) Address
[ $200 Life Member (Individual) City,State,zip
0 $300 Life Member (Couple) Telephone
[ $100 Corporate (Annual) Please mail form and check to:

JAHSSD
[d $500 Corporate (Life) Yukio Kawamoto, Membership
, P.0.Box 620988

0 $15 student (K-12) San Diegqo,CA 92162-0988

College 12 units (undergraduate)
9 units (graduate)

Advertiser Order Form

Business Name

Contact Person Phone Nimber
Address

City Zip Code
Check one Full page $ 100 __ Half page $ 80

Quarter page $ 45 Individual section $ 30

Advanced payment required.
Make check payable to: JAHSSD and Mall to: Michio Himaka
P.OBox 620288
San Diego, CA 92162-0288

Please attach camera-ready ad or your business card (for individual section). f you do not have camera-ready
artwork, we will attempt to assist you in designing an ad for an additional charge.



Society Officers JAHSSD Board of Directors

President:Jeanne Marumoto Elyea (619) 690-1151 Masato Asakawa (858) 453-2739
Vice Pres.: Susan Hasegawa (619) 469-7013 Elaine Hibi Bowers (619) 421-3525
Treasurer: Bob Batchelder (619) 421-6330 Nancy Cowser (858) 270-0733

Hisae Batchelder (619) 421-6330 Michio Himaka (619) 660-9865
Secretary: Karen Kawasaki (858) 536-1553 Naomi M. Himaka (619) 660-9865
Historian: Donald Estes (619) 280-9418 Todd Himaka (619) 477-2502
Membership: Yukio Kawamoto (619) 286-8203 Debra Kodama (619) 216-0371
Executive Director: Ben Segawa (619) 482-1736 Joyce Teague (619) 527-7855

Vernon Yoshioka (619) 461-2010

Newsletter Staff

Editors: Michio Himaka
Yukio Kawamoto

Footprints is a publication of the Japanese American
Historical Society of San Diego. Subscriptions are free with
membership. Comments and questions from readers are
welcome. Please address your letter to:

Footprints Editor
P.0O. Box 620988
San Diego, CA 92162-0988

Japanese American Historical Society of S.D.
Michio Himaka

Yukio Kawamoto

P.O. Box 620988

San Diego, CA 92162-0988

Address Service Requested

GORDON & ARLENE SHIMIZU

P 8. BERUTY N
AN UFRLY

936 Garnet Avenue
San Diego, CA 92109
270-8025
or
273-7400

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.SPOSTAGE
PAID
CHULA VISTA,CA
PERMITNO 126





