





























President Clinton congratulates George Sakato after
presenting him the Medal of Honor for WWII
heroics.

MEDAL OF HONOR
BY BEN SEGAWA

(Ben and his wife, Grace, recently attended Medal of
Honor Awards ceremony at the White House, where
Grace’s uncle, George T. (Joe) Sakato, was one

of the recipients. This is Ben’s recollection of the
trip.)

How proud I am to be an American. My wife,
Grace, and I had the privilege to attend the
Congressional Medal of Honor Awards ceremony
held June 21 at the White House. The event was so
memorable, I just had to put my impressions on
paper.

As we gathered at our hotel in Washington, D.C.,
the Army made available six buses to transport all of
us to the events. First, we went to Fort Myers, Va.,
for a memorial service.

Four ministers shared the pulpit -- a Buddhist
priest, a Catholic priest, an Army chaplain and a
Protestant minister. One of the ministers was a former
442nd RCT combat soldier. He spoke of a memorial
marker in England, which bears the words: “When
you go home, tell them of us. We gave today for your
tomorrow.”

We all sang “America The Beautiful.”

We were then all transported to Arlington National
Cemetery where we witnessed Uncle Joe,
Rudolph Davila of Vista and Yeiki
Kobashigawa, the latter wheelchair-bound, placed a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The
Army had roped off the entire area for those attending
the special ceremony. The Honor Guard, Army Band

and the Ceremonial Guards all stood at attention. It was
difficult to hold back the tears.

After lunch, we were off to the White House. First,
we all had to be cleared by the Secret Service before
boarding the buses. On the way, we had a police escort
all the way to the White House. Traffic was stopped to
allow the buses to travel freely. It was a sight I will
never forget seeing all of us Asian Americans having
traffic stopped while we proceeded to the White House.

At the White House, we  were treated to
refreshments. There were numerous  photo
opportunities. A large tent was set up on the White
House grounds for the occasion. President Clinton
led a procession followed by all 22 Medal of Honor
Awardees.

“Rarely has a nation been so well served by people
so ill-treated,” the President said. “Americans of Asian
decent did much more than prove they were Americans.
They made our nation more American. They pushed us
towards that More Perfect Union of our founders’
dream.

To see George T. Sakata (Uncle Joe) receive
his Medal of Honor was very emotional for us. It took
about two hours for the presentations. As the event
was winding down, the President greeted some of his
guests. He came right down where we were seated.
What a thrill it was shake his hand and thank him for
inviting us. We were then ushered back into the White
House where we greeted each other with
congratulations.

On our way back to the hotel, I had the privilege of
sitting next to Lt. Gen. Robert F. Foley, a Medal
of Honor recipent himself and currently commanding
general of the Fifth Army. We had a very fruitful talk
about the state of our country, what we came through
and where we are headed. He commented what an
honor it was for him to attend the Award Ceremony.
Lt. Gen. Mark Clark commanded the same Fifth
Army during WWIL The 442nd RCT was attached to
the Fifth Army. Gen. Foley was quite familiar with the
history of the 442nd.

A reception followed at the hotel with many of the
President’s cabinet and flag officers from all branches
of the service attending. We were fortunate to have
photographs taken with Sen. Daniel Inmouye, D-
Hawaii; Gen. Eric Shinseki, Army chief of staff;
Army Secy. Louis Caldera; and many of the
awardees.

The following day, we were bussed to the
Pentagon where we witnessed the new Medal of Honor
recipients inducted into the Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes,
another moving experience. Uncle Joe’s name is now
inscribed in the Hall of Heroes for eternity.

During the visit to Washington, each family had our
own military escorts, always in full dress uniform. It
was an experience of a lifetime, which we will always
remember. It made me realize how proud I am to be an
American and of Japanese ancestry.
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Japanese Christian Church continued from page 5

In 1959, the Rev. Arthur Tsuneishi and his
wife, Sally, served the English speaking
congregation working closely with Rev. Yahiro.

The Rev. Mr. Yahiro served the church for 16
years before he passed away Dec. 20, 1962.

Under Rev. Tsuneishi, it was decided to move the
(1313%1‘6(:11 to 1920 E St. and it was dedicated Aug. 7,

One year later, Rev. Tsunieshi was transfered to
San Lorenzo Holiness Church and he was succeeded
by the Rev. James Toda and his wife, Alice,
transfered here from Honolulu.

In 1969, the Rev. David Hosomi of the San
Fernando Holiness Church began parttime service as
the Japanese speaking minister. He was replaced the
following year by the Rev. Shinichi Fukiage,
who became a fulltime minister here.

The Rev. Fukiage and his wife, Shizu,
ministered to a growing congregation of military
wives until he was transfered to the Santa Clara
Holiness Church in 1981.

The Rev. John Katagi, accompanied by his
wife, Donna, succeeded the Rev. Toda and his
family in 1978.

In 1981, the church officially changed its name to
the San Diego Japanese Christian Church.

The Rev. Michio Okawa succeeded Rev.
Fukiage in 1981.

In 1984, Rev. Katagi transfered to San Gabriel
and was succeeded by the Rev. Isoroku
Sekiguchi from Hawaii. In 1987, the Rev.
Sekiguchi passed away.

The Rev. Brian Nakamura and his wife,
Emiko, arrived here with their three children.

Pastor Roy Toma is assisting as youth director.

The Rev. Kunizo Nakao is serving the
Japanese language congregation today.

ROY S. YONEKURA

Certified Public Accountant

(619) 294-8882

2605 Camino Del Rio So. #101
Fax (619) 692-0307

San Diego, California 92108
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SUNSHINE COMMITTRER
Let a Little Sunshine In

Do you know a JAHSSD member who is
sick?

If you know of a JAHSSD member who is ill
or in the hospital, please let our Sunshine
Coordinator, Nancy Cowser, know. We would
like to send a card to the ailing member wishing
them a speedy recovery. We are asking that all
our members and friends help us with this
worthwhile project.

Nancy can be reached at (858) 270-0733
and let her know the name of the person and
where they are, if hospitalized. Your help on this
project is greatly appreciated.
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Haiku Lost In Time
By Hugo Seligman

Poem Unwritten

The Moment’s Thought Lost With The Wind
Upon A Fall Day

KEI DAN

FLORAL DESIGNS

NAOMI HIMAKA

10388 LIMETREE LN
SPRING VALLEY, CA
9 1 o 7 7
(619) 660-9865
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SD City Council
Repeals War Time Resolution

On Monday, July 17, 2000, fifty-seven years after
its adoption, the San Diego City Council voted to
repeal Council Resolution 78331.

Resolution 78331 was a by-product of the fear and
racism that gripped San Diego during World War 1L
In 1943, when the War Relocation Authority
announced that Nikkei families were going to be
gradually released from the camps, cities and counties
on the West Coast responded with virulence.

The San Diego City Council, in particular, passed
a resolution which reminded the President and the
Congress of the “...danger involved in permitting
Japanese (read American citizens) now concentrated in
restricted areas (read concentration camps like Poston)
from being released therefrom and returned to our
midst, that the Council does hereby protest against
permitting any Japanese (again, read American citizen
civilian or military) to return to this area while we are
fighting this war against Japan.”

An unsuccessful effort was made in 1972 by the
San Diego JACL to have this resolution and a
companion resolution passed by the County of San
Diego rescinded.

In a conversation with JAHSSD members this past
May, council member Christine Kehoe offered to
carry a resolution rescinding the war time act. With
the help of Kehoe’s aide, Jeffery Tom, a new
resolution was presented July 17th to the council.
Some opposition came from council member Judy
McCarty, but strong and vocal support to rescind the

1943 resolution came from council members George
Stephens and Juan Vargas. Attending the meeting
to show community support for the Kehoe effort was,
Don Estes, Carol Kawamoto, president of the SD
JACL, David Kawamoto, National Vice President of
Operations of the JACL, Yukio Kawamoto, Susan
Moribe and Joyce Teague.

Letters

Dear Susan (Hasegawa):

Thank you very much for loaning me this great
work.

I’m impressed with the hard work put into this and
deeply touched by the plight of the Japanese American
people. Again, this brought back memories of my
childhood and rekindled the need to tell that story.

Thanks again and stay in touch.

Mario
Mario Chacon, Dean of Student Services at San Diego
City College, wrote this note after recently viewing
Democracy Under Pressure produced by the JAHSSD.

see letters page 14

34 ol sk ke e sk sk 3k 3k Sk 2k 2k ok ke e ke 2k 3ke dke ke ke ke e e e dbe ok ke vl sfe e vk ke ke e ke k-

FROM YUTAKA’S CAMP

COOKBOOK
( From Yutaka Kida Block 330 cookbook)

Friday Sept. 11, 1942

Breakfast: Honeydew melon
Bake corn beef hash
Doughnut butter
Bread Coffee
Dinner:  Stuffed seabass
Tomato sauce
Garden pea
Macaroni salad
Dutch pear cake
Bread Tea

Dutch Pear Cake
8 # sugar
4 # short
1/2 cup salt
4 doz. eggs
4 gt. milk
10 # flour
10 oz. baking powder
vanilla extract
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Caught Doing Something Nice

Each issue of Footprints we like to pause a
moment and recognize the activities our members and
friends make on behalf of our organization. Without
the help of those of you who care about preserving the
Nikkei experience for future generations, our job
would be well-nigh impossible.

The membership and the board would like to thank
Ruth Takahashi Voorhies and Don Estes for
their generous donations following the panel
discussion that was part of our “Democracy Under
Pressure” presentation made at the public library.
Thank you all so much for what you continue to do in
our support.

We also appreciate the loan of MIS photographs
from his personal album made by Toshio Abe of
Bloomington, Minnesota. Some of the photos have
been used in the last two issues of the Footprints
and the others will be utilized in a future photo exhibit
on the Nisei soldier during World War 1I1.

Thanks to Maya Nishikawa, television
journalist of KGTV who provided our archive with a
video out-take of Council member Christine Kehoe
presenting our president Jeanne Elyea with our
copy of the council’s resolution naming May 31,
2000, as JAHSSD Day in San Diego. Thanks,
Maya, for the video record.

The JAHSSD would like to congratulate and
express our thanks to Dr. Minou Djawdan and her
husband Mr. Geoff Spradley for their generous
donation to our society’s photo archival efforts in
honor of their recent marriage. We wish you both the
best of luck.

We really hit the jackpot when Amy Kaneyuki
donated an original 1920 interior photograph of the
old Yokohama Laundry on 7th Avenue, and a 1941
original photograph of the SD JACL Credit Union
(Hayato) picnic. Both photos are in mint condition.
In addition, Amy also donated a three-tiered,
lacquered Japanese stacking box set used for serving
food. Thank you, Amy, for your thoughtful
donations.

Membership News
by Yukio Kawamoto

A warm welcome to the following new members
who recently joined the JAHSSD membership: Mr.&
Mrs. Robert P. Jackson of Apple Valley, Junko
Kajita, Eileen Katayama of San Jose, Shinji
Kimura, Drs. S.S. and Nori Ishimoto
Komorita of Champaign IL, Rhonda E. Kruse,
Shigeru Kuge, Tadashi Yamaguchi and Eunice
(Hirase) Yamane of Murray, UT. A big thank you
to Susan Hasegawa and June Kushino who
upgraded their membership to life.

We also thank the following members who
renewed their memberships: Toshio and Michi
Fujimoto, Edythe Hirase, Masami Honda,
Kenji Iguchi, Sakie Kawahara, Toshiko
Kawasaki, Guy and Toshi Kiyoi, Frank and
Janet Koide, Hiroshi and Yayoi Kubota, Mary
Marumoto, Jodi Masumoto, Maya Nishikawa,
Toy Nitake, Hideo and Kiyoko Ochi, Hideko
Shimasaki, Pam Springer, James N. and June
F. Tajiri, Chie Roxanne Takehara, Tyler and
Peggy Tanaka, Karen Tani, Masaharu Tsuida,
James and Helen Urata, and Frank Wada.

Letter s continued from page 13

JAHSSD
Yukio Kawamoto, Membership

My niece Judy Hibi, signed me up on your
newsletter some years back and I have been receiving
your newsletter ever since. 1 was surpised that there is
a significant Nikkei population in the San Diego area.
But as I read your newsletter, I know none of the
people or activities in your articles. So, I never
renewed as there is a limit to all of us how many we
can subscribe to.

However, this last issue caught my attention on the
article on Cpl. Toshio Abe. So many stories that are
untold will be gone forever if not put into print. I
would like to keep up on such stories and hopefully
there will be more that I enclose my dues to your
newsletter.

My politics are supportive and appreciative of the
service of the Nikkeis in uniform but also, I am
supprotive of the resisters. Both had an important
purpose in history that will forever be meaningful in the
future.

Toy Nitake
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JAPANESE AMERIcAN HisToricar Sociery oFr San Dieco
2000 MeMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(INCLUDES FOOTPRINTS NEWSLETTER)

Initial Application O Renewal Application [
1 $20 Individual
O  $30 Couple Name (please include title,e.g.,Mr.,Mrs. etc.)
[  $15 senior(over 62 years of age) Name (please include title,e.g.,Mr.,Mrs. etc.)
[J $25 senior (Couple) Address
Q $200 Life Member (Individual) City,State,Zip
a $300 Life Member (Couple) Telephone
[ $100 Corporate (Annual) Please mail form and check to:
JAHSSD
[ $500 Corporate (Life) Yukio Kawamoto, Membership
P.0.Box 620988
d $15 student (K-12) San Diego,CA 92162-0988

College 12 units (undergraduate)
9 units (graduate)

Advertiser Order Form

Business Name

Contact Person Phone Nimber
Address
City Zip Cede
Check one Ful page $ 100 __ Half page $ 80
Quarter page $ 45 _ Individual section $ 30

Advanced payment required.
Make check payable to: JAHSSD and Mail to: Michio Himaka
P.O.Box 620988
San Diego, CA 22162-0288

Please attach comera-ready ad or your business card (for individual section). If you do not have camera-ready
artwork, we will attempt to assist you in designing an ad for an additional charge.



Society Officers JAHSSD Board of Directors

President:Jeanne Marumoto Elyea (619) 690-1151 Masato Asakawa (858) 453-2739
Vice Pres.: Susan Hasegawa (858) 483-2206 Elaine Hibi Bowers (619) 421-3525
Treasurer: Bob Batchelder (619) 421-6330 Nancy Cowser (858) 270-0733
Hisae Batchelder (619) 421-6330 Michio Himaka (619) 660-9865

Secretary: Karen Rawasaki (858) 536-1553 Naomi M. Himaka (619) 660-9865
Historian: Donald Estes (619) 280-9418 Todd Himaka (619) 477-2502
Membership: Yukio Kawamoto (619) 286-8203 Vernon Yoshioka (619) 461-2010
Excutive Director: Ben Segawa (619) 482-1736
Newsletter Staff
Editors: Michio Himaka

Yukio Kawamoto

Footprints is a publication of the Japanese American

Historical Society of San Diego. Subscriptions are free with
membership. Comments and gquestions from readers are
welcome. Please address your letter to:

Footprints Editor

P.O. Box 620988

San Diego, CA 92162-0988
Japanese American Historical Society of S.D.
Michio Himaka NON-PROFIT ORG.
Yukio Kawamoto U.SPOSTAGE
P.O. Box 620988 PAID
San Diego, CA 92162-0988 CHULA VISTACA
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