












Miss BrHd, continu9d from pag9 5 

intricate cuts required by the script form. I 
needed a small chisel to shape the letters. I 
removed a spring from the metal cot I slept on 
and straightened it out and fitted it into a small 
piece of wood for a handle, using a cement slab 
and a stone. I shaped and sharpened the other 
end and I had a chisel that actually worked! Over 
the years, people have asked me how I managed 
to make the nameplate so distinctive. With Miss 
Breed as the inspiration, it was easy! 

When I returned to San Diego, Miss Breed 
showed me the nameplate on her desk. Later, I 
was happy when she was named Head Librarian 
of the City of San Diego. When I visited her in the 
old Carnegie Library, she showed me the 
nameplate still on her desk. Then, she fought 
hard for the new central library. When it was 
completed, I visited her again to congratulate 
her. She smiled and showed me the nameplate 
on her desk. My cup was full. I felt that I had 
indeed repaid in a small way part of the debt I 
owed her. 

In recent times the United States has come 
on hard times economically and socially. There is 
a disturbing group of people under the liberal 
banner of "Diversity" slowly tearing apart the 
essence of what made America great. We are not 
hyphenated Americans. If ethnicity is important. 
use it as an adjective modifier of Americans. With 
the "dumbing down" weakening our educational 
system, alarming numbers of children are 
coming out illiterate, lacking education, unable 
to better themselves. burdening the country with 
sub-cultures based on welfare and/ or criminal 
activity. Miss Clara Breed was truly a great lady 
who lived her Christian faith. believed Americans 
with literacy could obtain an education, better 
themselves and their society. I, too. hold that 
belief-true yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
Thank you dear Miss Breed. 

By Tets Hirasaki 
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I 50th Anniversary of 
I the Liberation 
I 
I 

The 50rn: anniversary of the liberation of 
Bruyeres and Biffontaine and the "Lost Battalion" 
was attended by 600 Nikkei and 200 hosts and 
friends, including over 300 Nisei veterans of the 
100rn/442ND Regimental Combat Team (RCT) in 
Bruyeres, France, over the October 14-16, 1994, 
weekend. 

ajiri with Friendship Knot No. 2. Bruyeres. France 

"Donated to the citizens of Bruyeres by the 
lOOm: Bn Club, the 442ND Club, Hawaii and the 
100rn/442No Veterans Assocation, USA. 
Dedicated the 19m October 1994 for the 501H 
anniversary of the Battle of Bruyeres." 

Artist: Shinkichi Tajiri Co. M. 442ND RCT 

This is the inscription on the "Friendship 
Knot" created and donated by Shinkichi Tajiri, 
noted artist, which was the realization of his long 
time dream to do something for Bruyeres. 
Shinkichi's older brother, the late Larxy Tajiri, 
helped originate the idea for the monument. The 
Tajiri family is from San Diego and they were 
interned at Poston, Arizona. 

Among the over 300 Nisei veterans at the 
Bruyeres' celebration was James Yamate and his 
wife, Yurt. James (as reported in our Fall 1994 
issue) was in the all caucasian 44m Infantxy 
Division. He said he was grateful for the 
opportunity to see first hand the unprecedented 
courage and enormous losses these "gentlemen­
soldiers" endured as they did the impossible. 
James said he could not imagine climbing the 
sheer cliffs and covering the heavy terrain under 
heavy fire. When the American headquarters had 
a hopeless situation, they ordered the Japanese 
units to take over and they paid the price in 
blood and lives. 

Those of you who went to the Bruyeres/ 
Biffontaine in October or who were there in 1944, 
please share your experiences. 

By Jeanne Marumoto Elyea 
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JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIE1Y OF SAN DIEGO 
1995 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(includes Footprints Newsletter) 

0 Initial Application 

$20 Individual 

$30 Couple 

$15 Senior (over 62 years of age) 

$25 Senior Couple 

$200 Charter Life (Individual) 

$300 Charter Life (Couple) 

$1 00 Corporate (Annual) 

$500 Corporate (Life) 

0 Renewal Application 

Name (please include title, e.g., Mr. ;--Mrs.~ etcT _ _ _ 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Telephone 

Please mail this form and your check to: 
JAHSSD 
Elaine Bowers, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 620988 
San Diego, CA 92162-0988 
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